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President’s Message

What makes a college a leader in sustainability?

At Georgia Perimeter College, we believe it is a commitment to 
create citizens who “think green” about our planet and are good 
stewards of our natural resources. We believe it is recognizing that 
sustainability extends well beyond recycling—that sustainability 
should reach into every classroom, from biology to political 
science. We believe it is creating leaders of tomorrow who will 
develop green technologies and public policies that keep our 
planet ecologically and biologically sound for generations to come.

I am pleased that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has 
chosen Georgia Perimeter College to be the nation’s “flagship” 
model for sustainability education in two-year colleges.  

For the past year, GPC faculty, staff and students have met in “sustainability think tanks” to explore 
how we are teaching sustainability, how we are saving energy in campus facilities and how we are 
making our communities better places to live. 

 In this issue of The Chronicle, you’ll read about our efforts and about GPC’s new Southeastern 
Institute for Sustainable Living & Environmental Studies, which will advocate for integrating 
sustainability principles and practices across the curriculum, campus operations and student 
activities. The institute will support community outreach efforts and work with organizations, 
government agencies and schools to promote principles of sustainability. 

These initiatives are helping to shape Georgia Perimeter College as a leader in sustainability 
education, one that guides students to address environmental challenges of the future. 

This magazine also explains how Georgia Perimeter is preparing students for high-demand STEM 
fields—Science, Technology, Engineering and Math. You’ll read about GPC student athletes’ 
impressive performance in the classroom as well as on the field and court.

A special feature in this issue is the Georgia Perimeter College Foundation 2010 Annual Report. The 
GPC Foundation, with the help of your donations, builds invaluable support that opens educational 
doors for students and empowers GPC to transform lives. 

Every day, Georgia Perimeter College raises the bar on engaging students in a 21st century education 
and preparing them for global demands. We hope you enjoy reading about our progress. We are 
proud of our successes and hope you are, too!

Dr. Anthony S. Tricoli 
President, Georgia Perimeter College

BUILDING A STEM POWERHOUSE

GPC is ramping up its recruitment, 

support and preparation of critically 

needed STEM graduates, those majoring 

in Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Math. Four significant grants are helping 

to bolster those efforts.

BEYOND THE GREEN CAMPUS

Sustainability covers a lot of ground at 

Georgia Perimeter College, and that 

ground is increasing. The U.S. Environ-

mental Protection Agency chose GPC to 

be the nation’s “flagship” for sustainability 

education in community colleges.

TOP OF THEIR GAME

GPC athletes have drawn national notice 

for stellar performance on the field and 

on the court. The college’s sports pro-

grams also are garnering attention for 

developing study habits and character 

that lead student athletes to succeed in 

the classroom.

Sustainability in Education
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Decision-making is a group exercise 
at Georgia Perimeter College.

That model received national 
recognition in June when GPC’s 
president, Dr. Anthony Tricoli, was 
named a winner of the American 
Association of University Professors 
Ralph S. Brown Award for Shared 
Governance. He is the first two-year 
college president—and one of only six 
college presidents nationally—ever to 
receive the award. 

The AAUP presents the award only 
when an individual’s accomplishments 
in the area of shared governance are 
identified as “outstanding.” The award 
was last presented in 2007. 

The AAUP commended Tricoli 
for his “accomplishments in making 
governance at Georgia Perimeter 
College a collegial and collaborative 
endeavor.” The selection committee was 
impressed by “the substance and the 
spirit of the governance system in place 

at the college,” as confirmed by those 
who nominated the president. 

Tricoli focuses on inclusivity as 
an integral component of shared 
governance. Rather than establishing 
numerous permanent standing 
committees, he holds open forums 
and creates temporary, targeted “think 
tanks” and task teams to address 
short-term issues and to allow more 
individuals to participate in GPC’s 
governance. 

“Those who will be impacted by a 
decision participate in making the 
decision,” points out Margee Bright 
Ragland, chair of the college’s Faculty 
Senate. 

The Faculty Senate was joined this 
year by the newly-created Staff Senate. 
Chairs of both groups serve with the 
college’s vice presidents and president 
as voting members on the President’s 
Cabinet and the President’s Policy 
Advisory Board. 

Students also have a voice at GPC, 
and Tricoli has increased their 
representation on governance groups. 
Each of GPC’s five policy councils 
now includes at least two student 
representatives. 

Around The Perimeter

Georgia Perimeter College wants its 
students to experience democracy up 
close and personally—not just in theory.

That is the goal of The Democracy 
Commitment, a national initiative to 
get community college students actively 
engaged in civic learning and democratic 
practice beyond the ballot box.

GPC’s President Dr. Anthony Tricoli 
recently signed on as one of 23 U.S. 
community college presidents who 
will be involved with the national 
partnership.

 “The Democracy Commitment 
was designed to help revive the civic 
learning and democratic engagement of 
Americans,” Tricoli says.

That objective seems to have lost its 
emphasis in higher education over the 
years, notes Dr. Sean Brumfield, GPC’s 
executive director of the Atlanta Center 
for Civic Engagement and Service 
Learning. A U.S. Census report indicates 
that 41.5 percent of all Americans ages 
18-24 didn’t even register to vote for 
the November 2008 president election. 
For young people who do vote, their 
involvement often ends there.

“The Democracy Commitment 
objective is for students to participate 
in the democratic process on a deeper, 
more experiential level through service 
learning and civic engagement,” 
Brumfield says. “Then, they will more 

likely continue to participate in such 
activities after they graduate.”

GPC also will convene a regional 
meeting of two-year colleges from 
surrounding states.

“We hope to engage them in a 
conversation about the importance of 
integrating democratic thinking into 
the curriculum, as well as spreading 
the word about the Democracy 
Commitment,” Brumfield says.

 The program is modeled after 
the American Democracy Project, 
a coalition of public state colleges 
and universities. Tricoli will attend a 
November event to officially kick off the 
initiative. 

National award recognizes GPC president’s shared governance policies

GPC joins partnership to revive student engagement in democracy

GPC President Dr. Anthony Tricoli, 
center;Dr. Larry Gerber, chair of the 
AAUP Committee on College & University 
Governance, and Dr. Beth Jensen, GPC 
director of governance and policy, display 
the prestigious award.

Southern Academy chair Liam Madden, left, leads discussion with 
authors, Lora Mirza and Dr. Paul Hudson.

Stone Mountain book by GPC authorS 
debutS at Southern aCadeMy event

Stone Mountain. The world’s largest mass of exposed granite 
located in eastern DeKalb County is part nature conservancy, 
part Confederate memorial and part tourist attraction.

A new book by Georgia Perimeter College colleagues Melora 
“Lora” Mirza and Dr. Paul Hudson shows that Stone Mountain’s 
history is even more varied than its current persona. 

“Atlanta’s Stone Mountain: A Multicultural History,” was 
unveiled June 15 on GPC’s Clarkston Campus. The college’s 
Southern Academy for Literary Arts and Scholarly Research 
sponsored the evening, and academy chair Liam Madden 
moderated a discussion with the authors. 

“The book brings to life the rocky struggle of social and 
environmental justice, racial harmony and the ideals of freedom 
that make America a great place to live,” says Hermina Glass-
Avery, formerly of the Center for the Study of the Civil War Era 
at Kennesaw State University.

 “The research was like going on a treasure hunt,” says Mirza, a 
research librarian. “From Paleo-Indians to Europeans to African-
Americans, the mountain speaks to everyone.”

The authors’ research led them to stories of the mountain’s 
quarry industry, the Confederate heroes carving that was nearly 
60 years in the making, the Native Americans who gathered 
centuries ago and the Ku Klux Klan members who met there in 
the 1900s. 

“It is life-affirming today to see so many people from so many 
different backgrounds gather at the park,” says Hudson, a history 
professor.

Georgia Perimeter 

College was named to 

the President’s Higher 

Education Community 

service Honor Roll 

with distinction. It 

is the nation’s highest 

honor in the community-

service sector. GPC was 

recognized specifically 

for its many service-

learning projects. … 

Professor emeritus 

George Sanko, creator 

of GPC’s botanical garden 

on Decatur Campus, has 

received the National 

Garden Club’s Award of Excellence. …  George Vargis, political science 

professor and master faculty advisor, won the 2011 National Academic 

Advising Association Outstanding Advising Award, while Student Affairs 

counselor Amy LaRocca was named a merit recipient of the group’s 

Outstanding New Advisor Award. …  Georgia Perimeter’s business 

department chairs are winners of The Chair Academy’s International 

Exemplary Leader Award. The award is based primarily on the student 

clubs and activities the chairs sponsor for students. …  Barbara Obrentz, 

GPC’s director of Marketing and Public Relations, was named the 

National Council for Marketing and Public Relations “Communicator 

of the year.” …  RateMyProfessors.com has ranked GPC math professor 

Dr. Marjorie “Margie” Lewkowicz as the top community college instructor 

in the nation. The website ranking is based on student ratings. …  GPC 

President Dr. Anthony Tricoli has been asked to serve on the Presidents’ 

Trust, a leadership group of the national Liberal Education and America’s 

Promise initiative, also known as LEAP. … Barbara Brooks, Auxiliary 

Services, received the National Association of College Auxiliary 

services’ Volunteer of the year Award. 

George Sanko shows GPC’s botanical 
garden to British and American fern 
experts during a tour in June.

Prescription for Good Health Care: Edelwisa Jacinto is 
among eight Georgia Perimeter College nursing students selected to 
work as nurse externs this summer at Gwinnett Medical Center. The 
students were paired with nurse preceptors, who work with them 
one-on-one to help them refine their nursing skills. 

tops in nation

Photo by M
ichael Ferguson

Photo by Rod Reilly

Photo by Louie Favorite
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GrantsPersonalities

dAVId CROMER 
2011 COLE FELLOW 
CHERISHES GPC HONOR 
AND ITS NAMESAKE

by Rebecca Rakoczy

He loves the blues, drives a Harley, 

sports a ponytail and wears a leather vest 

with the biblical verse John 12:36 and the 

nickname “Lil Crum” embroidered on 

the back. He’s a former Marine but did 

not serve in Vietnam because a 55-gallon 

oil drum crushed his foot. He teaches his 

students to read Kate Chopin, Richard 

Wright and Walt Whitman and cites 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez as his favorite 

author. 

GPC English professor david Cromer 

presents a conundrum of impressions—

and is not easily impressed. But when he 

was named the 2011 Cole Fellow by his 

GPC colleagues, he was truly surprised. 

“It is really humbling to win the award 

with the man’s name on it. He’s one of the 

finest human beings I’ve known in my life.” 

Cromer’s relationship with former 

college president dr. Marvin C. Cole 

began more than 20 years ago, when 

he was a new English instructor at the 

college. “It was during an orientation 

for new faculty hires, and he asked us to 

introduce ourselves and tell something 

about ourselves that was not average. Cole 

started off by saying that “Huckleberry 

Finn was the best book of all time,” he 

recalls. 

With his curly gray hair and distinctive 

mustache, Cole has an amazing 

resemblance to Mark Twain; and he has 

parlayed that into a successful stage 

storyteller career as the famed author.

Cromer was not intimidated, though. 

“When it came to be my turn, I said, ‘well, 

I’m from Missouri, and that’s baseball 

country; and I don’t care for college 

football, and I teach English—and by the 

way, Huck Finn couldn’t be the best book 

that was ever written.’”

His statement made Cole laugh. “We’ve 

been friends ever since,” says Cromer, now 

associate professor of English and assistant 

department chair on decatur Campus. 

As the Cole Fellow, Cromer will carry 

the mace and lead the GPC convocation 

and graduation ceremonies.

When announcing the Cole Fellow 

award, dr. Alan Jackson, vice president of 

Academic Affairs, said Cromer “is said 

to be a rare instructor who has struck 

an impressive balance among teaching, 

service and development … who presents 

his students with real-life applications, 

scenarios and problems by using a variety 

of teaching tools. A former student said, 

‘He made me believe in myself,’ and 

another said, ‘he encouraged me to do 

things I didn’t think I could.’” 

Cole said Cromer’s talent for teaching 

stands out.  “david goes beyond 

disseminating information in his teaching 

and rises to give his students an ‘on-

the-other-hand’ experience,” says Cole.  

“Anyone can pass out knowledge, but a 

‘teacher’ is rare.  david is a teacher.”

When he’s not inspiring future writers, 

Cromer sometimes rides his Harley to 

visit Cole at his home in Asheville, N.C. 

The playful needling that Cromer started is 

still a part of the friendship.

“I call him cantankerous, and he calls me 

surly,” Cromer says. 

Cromer adds, “By the way, I do love 

Huck Finn.  It’s the most American book 

I’ve ever read.  I will give the old man 

credit for that. But don’t tell him.” 

Photo by Bill Roa

Georgia Perimeter College has among 
the highest retention and graduation 
rates for nursing students in the 
University System of Georgia, thanks in 
part to a Student Success Project grant 
from the Board of Regents. 

The $140,097 grant, first awarded 
in 2007 to GPC and 15 other USG 
institutions, was part of a three-year plan 
to help students succeed in their nursing 
programs. The project was created to aid 
Georgia in addressing predicted losses in 
bedside nurses.

Georgia Perimeter has posted 
impressive results. From fiscal year 
2006 to 2010, GPC more than tripled its 
graduation numbers for nursing students, 
an increase higher than that of any of the 
other USG institutions that received the 
first grant. That success prompted the 
BOR to award the college a second grant 
for $140,097 to be used over the three 
years beginning July 2011. 

“We’ve been able to grow our numbers 

in graduation rates and still maintain 
quality,” says Dr. Diane E. White, GPC’s 
dean of Health Sciences. She says the 
program now graduates about 165 nurses 
a year. 

To help retain nursing students, the 
grant pays for a standardized software 
package that features skills-building 
activities and extensive online resources, 

including real-time, on-screen tutors. 
The grant also allows GPC to hire 
a science tutor to assist students in 
learning pathophysiology of diseases—
the functional changes associated with 
disease or injury.

As part of the Student Success Project, 
students must take standardized exit 
tests for each course. If a student fails a 
standardized test, a prescriptive study 
plan is completed to help the student. 
The resource package is also used to help 
students who score low on other nursing 
course exams.

The BOR grant provides stipends 
to faculty who contribute to course 
activities that support  student success 
and to faculty who mentor instructors 
new to teaching. 

 “We know that mentoring new faculty 
and retention of faculty, along with 
activities that foster student engagement, 
promote student success,” says White. 

Georgia Perimeter College is 
improving how it serves active duty 
military and veterans, thanks in part 
to the extension of a federally-funded 
College Access Challenge grant from 
the University System of Georgia.

An estimated 1,000 military 
students, veterans and family 
members are enrolled at GPC. The 
college is becoming more military-
inclusive, says Col. Robert Knowles 
Jr., a Vietnam veteran and coordinator 
of the GPC Military Outreach 
Center. 

Extension of the $20,000 grant that 
helped establish the outreach center 
earlier this year, is allowing the college 

to strengthen processes.
 “We want to help them with any 

problems that may hinder their 
transition into college life or get in the 
way of completing their degree,” says 
Knowles.

GPC also is establishing 
mechanisms to track the number of 
military and veteran applicants, their 
retention and graduation success rates. 

Knowles is working with faculty and 
administrators to develop ways for 
returning veterans to complete courses 
online if they are redeployed. An 
orientation video about the outreach 
center has been developed, as well as a 
stronger web presence.

Student Success Project helps GPC nursing students excel

GPC strengthens service to military

Dr. Rebecca Craig, right, assists students 
Jennifer Higgins, left, and Maria Holder in 
the Nursing tutorial lab.

Marine veteran Frank Acfalle, right, 
reviews class notes with his professor,  
Dr. Thomas Graham.
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Georgia Perimeter College is redefining what it means to 
be green.

Students are testing public streams for pollution 
and designing decks for solar panels. They’re surveying 
insect populations and removing invasive plants, researching 
energy-saving transportation and starting recycling programs, 
spearheading projects with national groups such as Rivers Alive 
and partnering with high schools to build organic gardens. 

GPC faculty are looking at how sustainable issues affect every 
discipline.

From communication to geology, faculty are weaving 
sustainable living topics into daily lessons and curricula, as well 
as drawing up plans for new programs of study. College facilities 
staff are measuring energy use and adopting reduction plans.

Most recently, Georgia Perimeter College established the 
Southeastern Institute for Sustainable Living and Environmental 
Studies to bring its sustainability programs all under one roof.

These hallmarks of Georgia Perimeter’s efforts to develop a 
sustainable campus and share its resources with the community 
are gaining even more strength, thanks to a new, groundbreaking 
partnership between the college and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. The federal agency chose GPC to be the 
nation’s “flagship” for sustainability education in community 
colleges. 

 “GPC will be a model for sustainability education for other 
community colleges across the nation,” says Jewell Harper, senior 
advisor for environmental literacy for EPA, Region 4, which 
represents eight Southeastern states.

 “We’re interested in growing a robust universe of people we 
can hire who understand that maintaining a sustainable living 
environment is interdisciplinary—it’s about the environment 
and science, but also about political science and social science 
and policy-making; it’s about history and English,” she says. 
“We want the American public to understand this. The college’s 
sustainability initiatives will help the EPA develop community 
engagement educational programs nationwide.”

That’s a mission the college can embrace, says Dr. Anthony 
Tricoli, GPC president. “We want to teach our students to be 
good stewards of our natural resources. But we also understand 
that sustainability is more than just recycling paper and 
collecting plastic bottles. It is also what is happening in the 
classroom. We are working to infuse issues of environmental 
sustainability into every area of our curriculum. This partnership 
strengthens our ability to do that—and to share our knowledge 
with other two-year institutions.”

Dr. Joanne Chu, GPC’s new director of sustainable living 
and environmental studies, is looking forward to working on 
this endeavor with faculty, students and staff. She and Dr. Tyrie 
Smith, director of new program developement, plan to follow a 
best practices model from the Association for the Advancement 
of Sustainability in Higher Education and hope to increase 

environmental literacy.
“I like to see sustainability issues and problem solving 

approaches across the curriculum broadly; addressing the needs 
of our communities, the needs of the faculty and the students,” 
Chu says. “Whenever a faculty member has an interest in 
sustainability or sees a student’s interest in sustainability, my goal 
is to help them get the resources they need to make that happen.

“The EPA memorandum of understanding  will get our 
students engaged in community issues under the larger umbrella 
of sustainability,” Chu says. “On an urban campus, these issues 
often are issues of environmental justice and can include health 
disparities in disenfranchised communities, like obesity, the 
impact of dirty air on childhood asthma and the effects of soil 
contamination on health.

“The cool thing about my position being housed in the Atlanta 
Center for Civic Engagement and Service Learning is that we are 
making service learning a practical component to sustainability 
education,” she says. “Sustainability education is grounded in 
experiential learning—students learn to work with real world 
problems by engaging with such issues in our communites. 
Their successes and enthusiasm will foster continued citizen 
engagement with community issues.”

Enthusiasm for sustainability already resides at GPC. Khadijat 
Abdulkadir’s student-led group, GPC Engaged, became 
certified as Adopt-A-Stream volunteers, working with the state 
Department of Natural Resources to test the health of local 
streams and rivers, including those abutting Dunwoody Campus. 
Student Nurwina Mayors works with the college’s Earth Club 
to educate others about recycling  resources. “I want to try 
and spread the word and contribute as much as possible… I’m 
passionate about this,” she says.  

For the past year, faculty, staff and students participated in 
campus forums, providing input to the college’s president on the 
current sustainable practices, as well as learning about new ideas 
for creating greener campuses. During the forums, sustainability 
directors from Emory University and Georgia Tech shared their 
ideas with the GPC faculty.

 “We’ve created a cultural shift in the way we look at 
sustainability and its impact on the environment and education,” 
Tricoli says. On the drawing table are two new programs of 
study: one in sustainable living and environmental studies and 
a business degree that emphasizes models of sustainability in a 
global economy.

Helping faculty incorporate sustainable living practices into 
GPC’s academic curriculum is a natural extension of the college’s 
Atlanta Center for Civic Engagement and Service Learning, says 
Dr. Sean Brumfield, the center’s executive director. “There is so 
much interest from faculty who want to promote sustainability 
so students can become better stewards of the earth.”

 GPC anthropology professor Ernie Guyton talks to his 
classes about the consequences that occur when a society 

6  thechronicle  

GPC moves beyond the green campus.

BY REBECCA RAKOCzY

GPC Geology student Kathryn Hogan takes a reading 
from her Brunton compass to mark the location of an 
old granite engraving on Stone Mountain. The exercise is 
part of geology professor Dr. Pamela Gore’s sustainability 
project to document the carvings before they erode.

Sustainability in 
Higher Education

Photo by Bill Roa
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does not sustain itself.  “There are connections 
between economic development, political choices 
and technology. A culture’s philosophical and 
religious world view all come into play when we talk 
about understanding environmental impact and 
sustainability,” he says.

  For example, an emerging industrialized country 
with a burgeoning population needs wood for 
homes and buildings; deforestation occurs, which 
can lead to excessive soil erosion, which leads to 
run-off and water contamination in rivers, lakes and 
aquifers. Only when the damage gets severe enough 
might a society alter its core values to adapt a more 
sustainable strategy to maintain these finite resources, 
he says. 

Dr. Arla Bernstein, a GPC communications 
professor, was a former environmental planner for 
the Atlanta Regional Commission. It seemed “very 
natural,” she says, that she would weave sustainability 
issues into her core course curriculum. Every 
semester, her students create videos and present 
posters to the Atlanta Regional Commission—
and to the Dunwoody Campus community—to 
communicate the issues of water conservation, air 
quality, alternative means of transportation and 
walkable neighborhoods.

“The purpose of these posters and videos is to 
increase public awareness, and the environmental 
principles embodied and fostered by the ARC,” 
Bernstein says.

 “To remain a vibrant, livable community, 
the Atlanta region relies on partnerships and 
collaborations, bringing the best minds to bear on the 
issues and challenges we face,” says Emerson Bryan, 
interim director of the ARC. “The work that Georgia 
Perimeter College students have done to support 
‘I’m In,’ a region-wide water conservation campaign, 
is a great example. Their efforts are helping to raise 
awareness among college students of the importance 
of using water wisely and well.”

 Other faculty are incorporating environmental 
issues into their subject matter. GPC Spanish 
instructor Stephanie Langston teaches the impact of 
non-sustainable practices in countries such as Chile. 

“Sustainability is not anti-development,” says GPC 
environmental science professor Dr. Gerald Pollack. 
“It is any activity that enables the next generation—
and the generation after that—to live in the way 
they are accustomed to. It is developing better 
technologies and ways of living so that the Earth will 
be here ecologically and biologically for generations 
to come.”

Pollack’s environmental science students—and 
Danny Kanso, a 12th-grade Dual Enrollment student 
at GPC Dunwoody Campus—are helping Dunwoody 
High School’s ninth-grade biology students build a 
greenhouse and plant seedlings in an organic garden 
this fall. Pollack hopes the program will be expanded 
to Peachtree Middle School by fall 2012. 

The college also has created partnerships with 

the DeKalb Academy for Technology and the 
Environment and Arabia Mountain High School for 
sustainability projects this year.

 SUSTAINABILITY PARTNERSHIPS
GPC students already are benefiting from 

environmental community partnerships. One of the 
largest, involving metro Atlanta’s Stone Mountain 
Park, was forged in 2010 with the Atlanta Center for 
Civic Engagement and Service Learning at GPC and 
the Stone Mountain Park Center for Environmental 
Education. Students from GPC study the native 
species of plants, animals and insects in the area; help 
maintain trails; monitor erosion of carvings; remove 
invasive plants and catalog the park’s hundreds of 
native species into a national database. They upload 
the information to www.discoverlife.org for others 
to view. A GPC group recently went on a “bee hunt” 
for a specific bee, the absence of which could point to 
environmental changes.

The work being planned “dovetails nicely with our 
vision to be a transformational park for visitors by 
engaging the community in the park and developing 
partnerships,” says Naomi Thompson, education 
supervisor at the park. “This partnership will help 
with our commitment to sustaining a park with 
diverse environments and learning opportunities.” 

GPC’s emphasis on sustainability will aid students 
as they enter a marketplace geared to green jobs. 
That’s one reason behind GPC’s collaboration with 

DeKalb Technical College’s Green Technology 
Academy.

 “This collaboration is working because our 
students at DeKalb Tech are skilled at building things 
but weaker on the theories behind the technology,” 
said Brian Lovell, director of DTC’s Green Tech 
Academy and a former GPC student.  “GPC students 
are strong in theory but don’t get the understanding 
that only comes from seeing a physical representation 
of what they have designed. Students at both colleges 
benefit from this collaboration.”

In one recent activity, GPC students designed a 
60-by-25-foot platform that will house solar panels 
and other green tech devices at DeKalb Tech.

“GPC students calculated the position of the sun 
throughout the day and accounted for shadows cast 
by buildings to determine the optimal position for 
each solar panel,” Lovell said. “When the deck was 
completed, some GPC students said they never 
imagined they would see something they designed 
actually built.”

 
WALKING THE WALK

With GPC’s sustainability initiative, students will 
see shifts in the culture of the college, including 
campus “green” efforts, says Tricoli. “Students have 
been at the forefront of our recycling efforts,” he says. 
“But if we don’t back up what we’re saying with what 
they’re seeing on campus, then it will be pointless. We 
must walk our talk.”

(Top left) Dr. Jonathan 
Lochamy works with 
biology students 
to identify insects 
and plants in Stone 
Mountain Park’s 
Songbird Habitat. 
(Top right) The GPC 
Engaged student club 
spent a Saturday 
“Sweeping the Hooch,” 
collecting trash along 
the Chattahoochee 
River. (Above) Students 
in an Adopt-A-Stream 
project find a crawfish 
in a Stone Mountain 
Park stream; its 
presence is one sign of a 
stream’s health.

(Top left) GPC study 
abroad students, 
including Clarence 
Williams III, learned 
sustainable agriculture 
practices from Greek 
farmers during their 
trip. (Top right) 
Students in Dr. Arla 
Bernstein’s course 
research environmental 
issues, create posters 
and present them to the 
Dunwoody community 
and Atlanta Regional 
Commission. (Above) 
GPC student Kenneth 
Grady tests pond water 
at Dunwoody Campus.

Photo courtesy of G
PC

 Engaged C
lub

Photo by Sam
 Pow

ers



thechronicle  1110  thechronicle  

Energy-saving initiatives are already in place, 
thanks to GPC energy analyst Wade Henry and 
members of the college’s plant operations team.  
Henry actively tracks energy usage on all of GPC’s 
campuses, 24-7, from computer monitors in his 
office and at home. He watches for unusual spikes 
and pinpoints problems with heating and air systems 
almost immediately. Because of these efforts, GPC 
now ranks second in the University System of 
Georgia for its low energy bills; only the University of 
Georgia, which manufactures its own bio-fuel, ranks 
higher.

Energy savings on campus makes sense—and 
cents—as it relates to the bottom line, too. The college 
has been changing to low-usage compact fluorescent 
lamp (CFL) light fixtures, installing double-paned 
windows and starting campus-wide energy audits. 
Changing the college-wide set-point temperature by 
one degree has saved $1,000 a day for the college. 

Turning off computer monitor screens when not 
in use and unplugging cell phone chargers are other 
simple changes that can reap savings, Henry says.

GPC’s online classes are naturally energy-efficient 
by eliminating the need to heat and cool a classroom 
and by curtailing transportation costs for the 
instructor and students. With almost 10,000 students 
taking online classes, GPC’s largest “campus” soon 
will be its online learners. That reduces emissions in 
the air, saves fossil fuels, generates energy savings and 
reduces traffic, says Tricoli.

Creating a college community in which everyone 
thinks about sustainability won’t occur all at once, 
the president says. “I believe we will be working on 
“shades” of green at first, he says.

Tricoli is looking forward to efforts of the college’s 
new Southeastern Institute for Sustainable Living 
and Environmental Studies under the umbrella of 
the Atlanta Center for Civic Engagement and Service 
Learning. Among its goals are to support campus, 
community and statewide sustainability initiatives, 
create more service-learning and individual research 
projects for students and help develop a sustainable 
living and environmental studies curriculum.

Chu says sustainability efforts in colleges across 
the nation include forging partnerships between 
academics and facilities operations to heighten 
awareness. This already has begun at GPC. 

 “There is a new twist that is happening all over the 
country between facilities and academics that has 
never happened before,” she says. “We are eliminating 
the silos and learning to speak each other’s language. 
We have a common mission: we live on one planet 
and share an ecosystem.”

 “This is such an important initiative, we simply 
can’t ignore it,” Tricoli says. “If our students don’t 
learn about sustainable issues while they are with us 
in college, then when will they? The time has come 
for GPC to take the lead, and we’ve stepped up to the 
plate with the intention of hitting a grand slam.” 

(Top left) Students and 
staff initiated a recycling 
program at GPC’s 
Alpharetta Center. (Top 
right) From left, GPC 
volunteers Jennifer 
Jenkins, Barry Gwilt 
and student Alexander 
Sok sort lunch leftovers; 
they recycled 200 
pounds of plastic, paper 
and cardboard and sent 
60 pounds of leftovers 
to chickens at Gwilt’s 
local farm. (Above) 
Newton Campus faculty 
and staff participate 
in the Great American 
Cleanup 2011.

Personalities

WALTER CRAWFORd 
A STRATEGY FOR SUCCESS

by Kat Friedmann

He walks the halls and passes in between 

buildings briskly, offering a wide grin and 

greetings to passersby while glancing up and 

down from his smartphone. usually he’s 

in a jacket or shirt and tie, presenting the 

image of a young  professional—important 

and busy. step closer, and you’ll find that 

Walter Crawford is a 20-year-old student 

en route to his next class. 

 Crawford, a Georgia Perimeter College 

alumnus transferring to the university 

of Georgia, believes you can tell where 

a person is going to be five years from 

now based on the books he reads and the 

company he keeps. If true, Crawford could 

be headed to a Fortune 500 executive suite.

 His epiphany occurred in high school. 

Crawford attended private school until 

ninth grade, when he switched to the 

public system. After two years of seeing his 

peers fail to make a difference in society, he 

decided to make drastic changes to ensure 

his future.  

 “I made a lot of changes,” says Crawford. 

“I started to change the base of people I 

spent my time with, meaning my mentors, 

advisors and friends.”

He started wearing a shirt and tie a few 

days a week. By the time he was a senior, he 

was wearing a suit almost every day.

 Crawford, who is from the stone 

Mountain area, chose Georgia Perimeter 

because it was an affordable fit where he 

could strengthen his math and science 

grades and prepare for his professional 

career. He also could make a meaningful 

impact in the community, he says.

“during my whole time at Perimeter, my 

goal was to not only succeed academically. 

I  wanted to see an added value to the 

community and an added value to Georgia 

Perimeter College.” Crawford says.

Crawford maintained his career look 

while at GPC.

“I wanted to establish a brand for myself 

so that when people see me, instantly 

they’re going to think professional,” he says. 

It worked. 

“Because I dress like this, people think 

I’m smart. People think I can get things 

done. I started to see that while I was in 

school, a lot of opportunities came to me 

that a lot of other students didn’t get,” 

Crawford says.

While at GPC, Crawford contributed to 

The Collegian student newspaper, served 

as a Presidential Ambassador, worked 

with administrators on college projects 

and started a peer mentoring program 

called stratea. He placed in the top 10 of 

more than 1,200 competitors at a delta 

Epsilon Chi Association (dECA) national 

competition, with an entry based on human 

resource case studies he conducted. He 

also received the Outstanding Alumnus of 

the year Award for Emerging Leaders.

This fall, Crawford, who began attending 

GPC in 2009, moves to the university of 

Georgia, where he will switch his focus 

from human resources to operations 

management. 

He also plans to get involved with a 

campus group, secure an internship with 

Coca-Cola and start a life skills coaching 

program with a local high school.

His passion for people, his discipline and 

a focus on “setting a new standard for the 

future” have helped guide him thus far.

 “you have to have discipline,” Crawford 

says. “Part of that discipline is saying no to 

certain things so that you can say yes to a 

few things.  It can be setting your life  

in order for your most strategic  

objectives.” 

Photo by Louie Favorite
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The Georgia Perimeter College Alumni 
Association recently honored two alumni 
and two faculty members for their 
achievements and service. 

Distinguished Alumnus 
Georgia Perimeter College’s 

Distinguished Alumnus of the Year 
award went to Joshilyn Jackson, author 
of four novels, including “The Girl Who 
Stopped Swimming” and “Backseat 
Saints.”

Jackson completed an associate’s 
degree at GPC in theater and 
communications, moving on to Georgia 
State University for her bachelor’s degree 
and the University of Illinois at Chicago 
for  her master’s in English.

In addition to her writing, Jackson 
—who lives with her family in metro 
Atlanta—teaches writing classes and 
seminars nationwide and works on 
women’s literacy issues.

Anna Schachner, associate professor 
of English, says Jackson “exemplifies 
the kind of leadership that ripples, 
spreading from her writing to her service 
and then back to her family where it is 
exponentially reinforced. She has always 
credited the college for helping her 
choose writing as her vocation, and we 
should not only benefit from that—as we 
have—but celebrate it.”  

Outstanding Alumnus 
—Emerging Leader

The 2011 recipient of the Outstanding 
Alumnus—Emerging Leader Award is 
Walter Crawford.  

 “No one in my 20 years as a professor 
and college administrator comes close 
to his dedication to excellence in every 
aspect of his life,” says business professor 

Dr. Debra Moon.
Crawford was highly active at GPC, 

serving on the student justice court, 
contributing to The Collegian student 
newspaper and working closely with 
college administrators on special 
projects.

During the summer, he worked 
as an intern for AT&T in product 
development. This fall, he continues his 
education at the University of Georgia, 
majoring in business and concentrating 
on business operations. 
(See profile on Crawford on page 11.)

Outstanding Faculty Member 
Nursing professor Sarah Keeling is the 

2011 Outstanding Faculty Member.
For 10 years, Keeling has served as 

the advisor to GPC’s Association of 
Nursing Students. She participates in 
the National Organization for Associate 
Degree Nurses and contributes articles 
to the Georgia Association for Nursing 
Education newsletter.

 “Aside from sharing her knowledge 
with us, perhaps the most profound 
impact Mrs. Keeling makes on her 
students is her sheer enthusiasm for the 
profession of nursing,” says Kathy Smiley, 
nursing alumni board member. 

Outstanding Faculty Member 
—Retired

Patricia Zrolka is this year’s retired 
Outstanding Faculty Member.

Zrolka retired in 2010 after 20 
years of teaching math at DeKalb 
College and GPC. While serving the 
college, she received the Outstanding 
Teaching Award for Decatur Campus 
and a National Institute for Staff and 
Organizational Development Teaching 

Excellence Award. Zrolka also was 
named a Cole Fellow, the highest 
honor of faculty achievement that GPC 
delegates.

 “Mathematics is rarely our students’ 
favorite subject, but Pat Zrolka was 
extremely popular with students because 
of their outstanding rate of success in 
her classes, as well as her benevolent, no-
nonsense approach to teaching,” says Ted 
Wadley, English Department chair.

Alumni

GPC Alumni Association announces 2011 award winners

(Top) Author Joshilyn Jackson, left, 
receives the Distinguished Alumnus 
award from Zaire Fletcher of the alumni 
association. (Above) Walter Crawford was 
recognized as the Outstanding Alumni-
Emerging Leader.

upcoming Alumni Events
For information about Georgia Perimeter College alumni events  
and to purchase tickets, visit gpc.edu/Alumni. Connect with  
us on Facebook at facebook.com/gpcalumni and on Twitter  
@gpc_alumni. 

Jan. 1
New Year at the Georgia Dome
Alumni, students, faculty and staff are invited to ring in the New 
Year with discounted tickets to see the Atlanta Falcons challenge the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Kickoff is at 1 p.m.  

Jan. 16
MLK Day of Service
Join GPC faculty, staff, students and friends as you participate in local 
service projects.

Feb. 7
Alumni Enrichment Series
As part of a three-part series, the alumni association brings you tips, 
hints and help on managing your personal financial goals.

Feb. 11
GPC Night at Gwinnett Arena
Join us for a discounted night of board-slamming hockey excitement 
when the Gwinnett Gladiators take on the Chicago Express.

April 
GPC Night at Philips Arena
Cheer on the Hawks at Philips Arena with fellow alumni, faculty, staff 
and students. (Date to be announced. Check website for details.)

May 4
Golf Tournament
Head to the green at Château Élan for the 2012 George Fellows 
Memorial Golf Tournament. Enjoy a full day of golf, complete with an 
upscale dinner.  Visit gpc.edu/Foundation/golftourney2011.htm for 
information.

What Every Alumnus 

should Know About 

GPC

Georgia Perimeter 

College has an estimated 

350,000 alumni 

throughout the nation 

and world, and we want 

your involvement. Here 

are quick notes on what 

being a GPC alumnus 

really means. 

1.  If you completed one credit hour at DeKalb College, DeKalb Community 

College or Georgia Perimeter College, you qualify as an alumnus.  Visit 

gpc.edu/Alumni to learn more about joining the Alumni Association. 

Annual membership dues are only $25.

2.  The Office of Alumni Relations plans social, philanthropic and educational 

events throughout the year. Find out more at giving.gpc.edu/alumnievents.

3.  Take pride in your school’s growth. GPC is not only the largest two-year 

college in Georgia; it is ranked in the Top 100 colleges in the United 

States, based on the number of associate degrees it awards. In 2010-2011, 

GPC awarded 1,499 degrees. 

4.  Being part of the Georgia Perimeter College community has its benefits, 

literally—including discounts on sporting events and Atlanta’s top 

restaurants. Visit gpc.edu/Alumni/alumniassociationbenefits.html. 

5.  Need resources for a tough project? If you’re an alumnus, you still have 

access to the GPC Libraries. Visit gpc.edu/library. 

6.  Have you landed a promotion or welcomed an addition to the family? 

Send us news on our easily accessible platforms:  

Facebook: facebook.com/gpcalumni 

 Twitter: twitter.com/gpc_alumni 

NetCommunity: giving.gpc.edu  

Email: alumni@gpc.edu 

Three’s the charm: From left, GPC nursing instructor Fay 
Kilgore, GPC nursing alum Kathy Smiley and associate professor of 
nursing Sarah Keeling enjoy a reunion at the nursing alumni dinner.

6 things to know

GPC students, front to back, D’jillisser Kelly, Nicole Weeden and 
Joseph Schulte, clean walls at Clarkston Community Center during the 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service. 
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dR. MARJORIE 
LEWKOWICZ 
UNLOCKING MATH’S 
MAGIC

by Roger Barnes

 Helping students discover the “joy, 

wonder and beauty” of mathematics may 

seem an astronomical goal, but Georgia 

Perimeter College math professor dr. 

Marjorie Lewkowicz has a reputation for 

doing just that.

 “I truly thought of changing my major 

to math,” says Fanella O’Brien, a computer 

science major who took a math class with 

Lewkowicz. “you walk into her classroom, 

and all you want to do is learn. It’s because 

of her spirit and her attitude. Her teaching 

method is different; she knows how to 

touch people.”

 Jan Caldwell, who returned to college 

after being out of school for 25 years, adds, 

“When you ask an older student about 

returning to college, the first thing they tell 

you is they are afraid of math. On my very 

first day of class, Professor Lewkowicz said, 

‘It’s OK. you can do this.’ Her confidence 

instilled confidence in me. she’s amazing.”

 “dr. Lewkowicz loves math, and she 

wanted us to love math, too,” says former 

student Zaire Fletcher. “she always made 

algebra relatable to everyday situations. 

By the time the semester was over, we 

understood the concepts of math, and 

it didn’t seem like a foreign language 

anymore.”

 Math is so much more than just 

rules and procedures to be memorized, 

Lewkowicz says. “My most memorable 

moments occur when I see the ‘light’ go 

on for struggling students, when they 

finally begin to understand math, to see 

how logical math is, how everything fits 

together.”

 Earlier this year Lewkowicz was ranked 

the top community college professor 

in the nation on RateMyProfessor.com. 

Lewkowicz says she is honored and credits 

the RateMyProfessor.com ranking to being 

part of a great team at Georgia Perimeter.

 “My colleagues are true, dedicated 

professionals who are a constant source of 

inspiration,” she says. “I feel very fortunate 

to work at a place like GPC, a real family 

atmosphere, where everyone works 

together for a common goal, to help 

students succeed.”  

 Lewkowicz’ teaching career began in 

Pennsylvania, where she taught high school 

for three years before moving to Atlanta 

in 1990. Lewkowicz taught on the GPC 

decatur Campus for 13 years and has 

been on dunwoody Campus for eight 

years. 

 she says she is constantly inspired by 

her GPC students. 

“Although they each have a different 

story—some are returning to school after 

a long period of time, maybe working, 

raising a family, etc.—they all have a 

dream,” she says. “Every student is special 

and has something valuable to offer. My 

goal is to help students develop the 

confidence to believe in themselves and 

never give up on their dreams.”

“I truly believe that everyone can learn 

math, and that with patience, practice, 

perseverance and determination, they can 

reach their goals,” Lewkowicz says. 

  “One of the most exciting challenges 

for me is to help students discover the joy, 

wonder and beauty in mathematics.” 

Photo by Bill Roa
Personalities
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Alumni

On the money: GPC alumni, faculty and staff share financial tips
by Jenn Mason

Economic uncertainty is almost a 
certainty these days. 

“Look at current events—turmoil in the 
Middle East, politicians arguing over the 
budget, a volatile stock market,” says Mike 
Sullivan, Edward Jones financial advisor 
and 1999 Georgia Perimeter College 
graduate. 

Still, with discipline and focus, personal 
finances need not suffer, say GPC alumni, 
faculty and staff with financial expertise.

“What can you control?” asks Sullivan. 
“You have to focus on that.” 

“One of the most important things 
individuals can control is a personal 
budget,” says Robin Winston, director 
of student financial services at GPC. 
Through financial literacy outreach 
programs for students and the 
community, Winston and her staff 
emphasize the importance of comparing 
needs and wants.

GPC alumnus and accountant Chris 
Baker suggests keeping all receipts and 
entering them into a spreadsheet such as 
Excel. “Then you can easily see where your 
money goes and what your weak spots are 
as far as spending too much,” he says. 

Here are a few other tips for life’s stages.

Your 20s: college and future 
Sean Mann, a 28-year-old GPC 

alumnus who works for a nonprofit 
organization, says his biggest financial 
priorities are paying off debt and saving 
for the future.

“I took out a private student loan in 
my senior year of college,” Mann said. In 
retrospect, he could have done without the 
$10,000 loan.

Be extremely cautious about debt, 
even college loans, Sullivan says. “When 
you graduate, you may have a tough 
time getting a job … . A lot of things can 
happen.”

Once you have your degree in hand 
and are looking for that first, full-time job, 
consider more than salary. Check out the 
401K plan, advises Dr. Debra Moon, GPC 
associate professor of business.

Early savers benefit from compounding 
interest and employer matching 
contributions, says Ingrid Thompson-
Sellers, head of GPC’s business 
department. “You should be making the 
maximum contribution. You have the 
advantage of time.”

Your 30s: home investments
GPC alumnus Sean Pitman, 32, has 

watched the real estate crisis.
 “With inconsistent home values and 

an unstable economy, that’s my biggest 
financial concern—the value of my home,” 
he says.

For those considering purchasing a 
home in this buyer’s market, Moon’s 
advice is to save at least a 20 percent down 
payment. And consider other costs, such 
as maintenance.

Aim for a 15-year mortgage over the 
30-year product, if you can handle higher 
monthly payments, says Sullivan. It will 
save thousands in interest costs. 

Also, while a house is considered an 
investment, a car is not. “Don’t borrow 
money for cars,” Sullivan advises. 

Your 40s: college for the kids
When alumna Lou Blankenship, 48, 

and her husband bought Florida coast 
property, they envisioned selling it later 
and using the profits on college for their 
children, now ages 22, 17 and 16. 

“Due to the real estate market bombing 
and current economic situation, our 
property has been on the market for over 
six years,” Blankenship said. “We also lost 
rental income due to hurricane forecasts 
and the Gulf oil spill.”

If savings or investments don’t turn out 
the way you expected, seek the best value 

for your educational dollars. State schools 
are a good option, says Sullivan, who 
earned his bachelor’s degree at Georgia 
State University. “You’re going to do more 
for your family by staying out of debt.”

Your 50s: Eyeing retirement
At age 53, alumna Marilyn Burnett 

thinks about retirement.
Sullivan’s advice: “Keep putting money 

away. Be careful on investments—you 
want to lower your risk tolerance at 
this point. Look at when you want to 
retire, and consider bonds, short-term 
investments and CDs.”

Those late in preparing for retirement 
can seek guidance. “A financial advisor 
will be able to look at your goals, your 
Social Security pay out, your pension and 
your investments to predict your income 
in retirement,” Sullivan says.

Your 60s: managing your money
Ron Shaw was in the first graduating 

class of DeKalb College, GPC’s 
predecessor. He retired from DeKalb 
County in 2006 but works part-time at 
Georgia Perimeter as a student advisor. 

“My biggest financial concern is that, 
for whatever reason, I might not be able 
to have enough money to exist, to pay my 
bills,” Shaw says. 

Sullivan suggests that retirees look at 
money in three categories: money for 
now (checking account), money for later 
(investments, IRA, 401K) and money for 
never (savings you hope not to need).

Specifics vary, but core financial advice 
rarely changes.

“If anything, this economic meltdown 
has brought us back to the basics,” Moon 
says. “Live within your means, save for 
the future and don’t buy into conspicuous 
consumption. These concepts were as 
valuable centuries ago as they are today.”
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Grants bring unprecedented resources for students.

BY ROGER BARNES

William Howard explains how T.I.M., 
short for Taking Images of Mariana 
(the Mariana Trench), works. Howard, 
who is studying to be a mechanical 
engineer,  attended GPC until spring 
and now attends Southern Polytechnic 
Institute. He continues to help GPC 
faculty and students construct a new 
version of the award-winning T.I.M, 
which will help experts study the 
deepest areas of the ocean floor.

Building a STEM 
Powerhouse at GPC

Photo by Bill Roa

Georgia Perimeter College’s work to develop leaders in 
science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) has 
received a powerful and unprecedented boost, thanks to 

four grants that will bring up to $3.5 million to the college.
The new funding means an exciting array of science, technology, 

engineering and math opportunities for the college’s ever-growing 
student population, says GPC President Dr. Anthony Tricoli. 

“Georgia Perimeter College now has the resources to make a 
difference at the national and state level, as well as in each of the 
communities we serve as we prepare students from a wide diversity 
of backgrounds to become the scientists, innovators and STEM 
educators of tomorrow,” Tricoli says. “GPC is now being considered 
as a top choice by students who want to build a solid foundation in 
STEM-related knowledge and understanding before transferring to 
their four-year colleges.”

The grants guarantee $2.6 million to GPC’s STEM initiatives over 
the next five years, with a potential to receive $3.5 million. The goal: 
to increase the number of GPC students enrolled and graduating in 
the high-demand fields of engineering, computer science, biology, 
mathematics, chemistry, physics and geology.

Awards received include:
 •  A National Science Foundation’s STEP grant of $1.5 million. 
•  A National Science Foundation’s ENLISTEM grant of $598,000. 
•  A National Science Foundation’s Peach State Louis Stokes 

Alliance for Minority Participation Grant for $4.9 million, 
$275,000 of which is for GPC.

•  A University System of Georgia STEP II grant for $310,024. The 
college can reapply annually.

Why are these new STEM dollars important?
The number of U.S. degrees in the STEM fields has declined in 

recent decades, a trend that carries negative implications for the 
U.S. economy, industry and global competition. The decline also 
produces a shortage of qualified teachers for STEM subjects.

“Our country needs math and science majors because those are 
the areas from which our future economic growth and success will 
come,” says Dr. Pamela Gore, GPC geology professor. 

The National Science Board reported in 2010 that only 15.6 
percent of the bachelor’s degrees awarded in the United States over 
five years were in STEM fields. In China, the percentage was 46.7; 
in South Korea, 37.8, and in Germany, 28.1. 

The Business-Higher Education Forum of 2007 estimated that 
the United States would need 280,000 new math and science 
teachers by 2015.  A report to Congress indicated that 61.1 percent 
of U.S. high school chemistry students and 66.5 percent of physics 
students are taught by teachers with no academic major and 
certification in those fields.

In Georgia, the 2009 General Assembly boosted the salaries of 
first-year math and science teachers in public K-12 schools to the 
level of pay for sixth-year teachers. “We had to do this,” said Brooks 
Coleman, chair of the House Education Committee.

To reverse the trends, the National Science Foundation works 
with institutions to recruit, support and financially assist students 
entering STEM fields. 

Because GPC is an access institution, it can expose a broad 
spectrum of students to science, technology, engineering and math 
and widen the STEM pipeline from two-year to four-year colleges.

As Georgia’s largest two-year and largest transfer institution, GPC 
serves more freshmen than any other institution in the state. GPC 
is the critical link that connects students from high school to four-
year colleges; this is the time when students explore majors and 
make important decisions about their future.  For college students, 
this is also the period when they need support and a strengthening 
of their academic foundation. 

 “At GPC, students get exactly what they need to be successful,” 
says Tricoli.

In the last five years, GPC’s efforts have shown significant results.  
Gore says the number of GPC  students majoring in STEM subjects 
has more than doubled, jumping from 2,852 to 6,588, and rising 
more quickly than the overall school enrollment.

Support for students is essential
A major hurdle in attracting STEM students is the perceived 

difficulty of the fields.
 “When I’m advising students, I ask them why they hesitate to go 

into the sciences, and they often answer, ‘because the sciences are 
hard,’” says Margaret Major, GPC associate professor of biology and 
director of LSAMP, an alliance that recruits and encourages STEM 
students.

 “I tell students that with the right support, such as peer-to-peer 
mentoring and faculty/student advising and tutoring—and with 
people in the sciences also available to provide accurate advising—
more students should take advantage of STEM as a program of 
study.”

GPC engineering major Gemechis Jirata understands the 
importance of support.  That’s why he appreciates the Mathematics 
Engineering Science Achievement (MESA) program.  

“I come to the MESA lab to get the assistance I need,” Jirata says.  
“At the lab, I can find other students who are taking courses in 
related fields. We ask each other questions, and we learn from each 
other.”

Here’s a look at the recent STEM grants and the student 
opportunities they create: 

Building success one STEP at a time 
Georgia Perimeter College’s STEM students will receive 

specialized support throughout their entire GPC journey, thanks to 
a National Science Foundation grant of $1.5 million over five years.

The funds, provided through the Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics Talent Expansion Program (STEP), 
will be used for a pre-college bridge program and to support 
students from enrollment to transfer. Internships and research, civic 
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engagement opportunities and college visits are among 
the activities included.

GPC was one of only three institutions in the 
nation to receive the STEP award.  The grant enables 
the college to distribute STEM information to 500 
pre-college students, recruit 30 new STEM students 
annually and serve 90 full-time STEM students each 
year.  New students will participate in a summer 
experience that introduces them to STEM research 
and provides visits to four-year colleges.

ENLISTEM
The National Science Foundation’s ENLISTEM 

project—which stands for Educate and Nurture 
Leadership in Science Technology, Engineering and 
Math—awarded $598,000 to GPC over five years for 
outreach, student support and academic enrichment.

This grant provides scholarships of $2,000 to $5,000 
to 32 STEM majors each year based on a student’s 
needs after other financial aid has been awarded. 

The goal of this grant, says GPC math professor Dr. 
Marjorie Lewkowicz, is to improve opportunities for 
students by removing financial barriers and providing 
support. Participants will attend seminars that involve 
them in intellectual discussions with STEM scholars 
and leaders, Lewkowicz says.  Also included are career 
discussions, field trips to STEM organizations and 
industry tours with corporate partners. 

“We have a huge opportunity to impact the lives of 
students preparing themselves for careers in STEM 
fields,” says Brooke Skelton, GPC assistant professor of 
physics and astronomy. 

Peach State LSAMP
A new LSAMP grant replaces one that ended in July.  

LSAMP’s focus is to increase the underrepresented 
minority STEM students who earn bachelor’s degrees 
within five years. The new grant awards $4.9 million 
to seven institutions; GPC receives $275,000 over five 
years.

LSAMP is a collaborative effort allowing students 
from alliance institutions to interact with each other.  
“Georgia Tech and Kennesaw State are now LSAMP 
partners,” Major says. “We’re the only two-year-college 
partner, and that makes us a feeder to all the other 
alliance institutions.”

The grant provides for student stipends, tutoring 
resources, activities at partner institutions, summer 
bridge programs and broad research opportunities. 

Courtney Lemon, an LSAMP student who 
graduated from Georgia Perimeter in May, is 

attending Georgia Tech this fall. She fielded three 
offers for summer internships: geno-bio research at 
Washington University, pharmaceutical research at 
Rutgers University and diabetes research at Vanderbilt 
University. Lemon chose Vanderbilt.

“If we did not have programs like LSAMP, students 
could not seek as many opportunities outside of GPC,” 
Major says. “By working with students from other 
institutions, they realize they can compete with the 
best.”

USG STEM II grant
A one-year University System grant awards 

$310,024 to support STEM at GPC.  Georgia 
Perimeter College will use part of these funds to pay 
for a college-wide leadership position to oversee STEM 
and coordinate its activities and instruction. The 
college must re-apply for this grant each year.

“The person selected to lead this grant will be 
working closely with faculty who also have STEM 
grants. They will do this so we are certain that we are 
well coordinated and not duplicating our efforts,” says 
Gore. A central person also will help with collection 
and organization of data. “I know this position will 
help us move forward.”

The USG grant also provides funds for MESA 
initiatives and STEM mini-grants. The mini-grants 
allow GPC faculty to use innovative techniques 
to improve instructional delivery and educational 
outcomes. The MESA initiatives include workshops, 
tutoring, conferences, college visits and student 
stipends, says Dr. Kouok Law, GPC mathematics 
professor and MESA director.  

“These four grants will help us to transform the 
futures of our students, our state and our nation.  And, 
it’s all happening right here at GPC,” says Tricoli. 
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BETTy MOLLOy  
MENTOR AND MODEL 
FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY

by Rebecca Rakoczy

The young scientist needed fertilized 

eggs for a classroom experiment, but the 

Georgia farmer didn’t want a woman in his 

hen house. 

 It didn’t matter that she had just finished 

her doctorate in microbiology at Emory 

university. It was the early 1970s, and the 

idea of a woman scientist was “still an old-

fashioned notion,” says dr. Betty Molloy.

“I was told to wait with the women who 

were shelling peas in the yard. … They 

looked at me suspiciously, and asked if I 

was married.” 

Molloy chuckles at the episode. It was 

one of the few times when she felt out of 

place in her profession. 

 still, she got the eggs.

“Today women are getting into all areas 

of science, but I guess I was a minority in 

my field at the time,” Molloy said.  Among 

her mentors was her mother, who held a 

bachelor’s degree in chemistry in 1939 but 

left her career to raise a family. 

Molloy, who retired from Georgia 

Perimeter College in June, spent 34 years 

as researcher, biology professor and college 

administrator.  during her tenure, she 

headed countless projects; recently she was 

key liaison for GPC’s Transfer Admission 

Guarantee program, helping form ties with 

four-year institutions across the nation. 

When she joined the faculty of then-

deKalb College in 1977, she was part 

of a team of seven part-time instructors 

who taught college classes at dunwoody 

High school. Like many of her peers, she 

juggled family and work, spending time with 

her husband and raising three children in 

between teaching classes and labs.

 Molloy loved teaching first-generation 

college students but also saw the hurdles 

they faced. “In many of their circumstances, 

they had little parental support—it was 

important that faculty mentor them,” she 

says.  

Over the years she has mentored 

countless students in math and science, 

while rising through the ranks to become 

a campus dean of academic services and, 

later, assistant vice president in the Office 

of Academic Affairs for the entire college. 

Molloy helped write the Peach state 

Louis stokes Alliance for Minority 

Participation grant, which encourages 

minority students to pursue careers in the 

sciences and mathematics. 

While students have benefited from 

Molloy’s teaching, dr. Virginia Michelich, 

former vice president of Academic Affairs, 

credits Molloy’s ability to mentor faculty as 

one of her best traits. 

“I met her and found an immediate 

kinship, as we were both scientists,” 

says Michelich, who now is assistant vice 

chancellor for student achievement for the 

Georgia  Board of Regents. “she is caring 

and knew how to best mentor her faculty 

members so that they too would succeed.” 

Former deKalb College/GPC President 

dr. Marvin Cole is also among Molloy’s 

admirers. “she was so secure within 

herself and her field that she was ready 

to speak out for what needed to be done 

to improve classroom activities and the 

college,” he says. 

Molloy says she has “loved every 

moment” of her career at GPC but is 

looking forward to being a GPC retiree, 

spending time with her grandchildren—and 

traveling. “I already have plane tickets to 

yosemite,” she says. 

(Top) MESA students 
Abdoulaye Diallo, 
left, and Huong Tran 
work together to solve 
an equation. (Above) 
Leonard Dega, left, and 
Yolanda Alfro study, 
using peer tutoring to 
help each other master 
difficult material. 
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GPC athletes draw national notice for performance on 

the field, on the court and in the classroom.

BY WADE MARBAUGH

Top of Their Game

During a preseason practice in August 2010, Bruno 
Kalonji, Georgia Perimeter College women’s soccer 
head coach, expressed noticeable confidence in 

his talented core of returning sophomores and a host of 
outstanding recruits. He seemed especially excited about 
Esther Anyanwu, Marbel Egwuenu and Linda Chukwuji.

Kalonji pointed toward Anyanwu—a tall, slender, graceful 
forward—and whispered to a sideline observer, “She’ll score 40 
goals this season.”

She scored 49, led the nation in scoring, helped the team leap 
into the national spotlight and was selected to the All-America 
first team. Chukwuji and Egwuenu made the All-America 
second team. 

The confidence and can-do attitude Kalongi expressed 
permeates the Georgia Perimeter athletic department these 
days. It can be seen in coaches and players. It can be felt.

 GPC’s intercollegiate sports programs are drawing national 
notice not only for winning championships, but also for 
developing successful study habits and strong character in 
student-athletes.

One by one, coaches at the college have built—or rebuilt—
programs to compete on the national stage. Along the way, 
scores of quality players have worn the GPC uniform, but the 
2010-11 academic year produced a phenomenal number of 
individual honors.

Nine Jaguars—five women and four men—were named 
to their respective sports’ All-America team by the National 
Junior College Athletic Association.

“Our coaches communicate the importance of a positive, 
successful attitude on the court and in the classroom as well,” 
says Dr. Anthony Tricoli, president of Georgia Perimeter. 
“Athletically and academically, it currently is one of the most 
successful two-year college athletic programs in the country, 
and that has never been more evident than in the past year.”

Four players on GPC’s women’s soccer team made the 
NJCAA Division 1 All-America team. In addition to Anyanwu, 
Chukwuji, Egwuenu—international freshmen from Lagos, 
Nigeria, and there is Tori Klingensmith of Loganville, who 
turned down lucrative soccer scholarship offers to pursue 
her career interest at the University of Georgia College of 
Veterinary Medicine. The fifth Jaguar female athlete honored 
nationally is softball pitching ace Christina Ezell.

GPC’s male All-Americans were Boubacar Toure (soccer), 
Salif Kante and Ismail Lemtouni (tennis) and Clay Garner 
(baseball).

Sports and Scholarships
Along with winning and developing decorated athletes, a 

primary goal of Georgia Perimeter’s athletic department is to 
move student-athletes on to four-year institutions to complete 

their bachelor’s degrees. Forty-one Georgia Perimeter athletes, 
including 14 men’s soccer players, inked scholarships to play 
at four-year institutions this fall. Coaches say most athletes 
without scholarships also will transfer but won’t participate in 
varsity sports.

“It has always been our practice to emphasize the 
importance of academic success to our student-athletes,” says 
Alfred Barney, director of the athletic department. “When 
athletes complete their stay here, they hold greater appeal to 
college recruiters and coaches at four-year institutions. College 
coaches don’t want players who don’t make the grade. We make 
sure our athletes hit the books.”

To illustrate Barney’s point, women’s soccer sophomore 
forward Taiwo Adeshigbin broke the career scoring record at 
GPC while playing alongside Anyanwu—163 points (66 goals, 
31 assists). Impressive statistics, but Adeshigbin also earned a 
3.4 grade point average. She signed a full scholarship to play at 
the University of Missouri.

Two of Barney’s top returning men’s basketball sophomores, 
Musa Abdul-Aleem (Georgia Collegiate Athletic Association 
Freshman Player of the Year) and his twin, Muhammad, last 
year posted 3.4 and 3.6 grade point averages, respectively. They 
will be courted heavily by scouts and coaches this season.

James Waldon, women’s basketball head coach, published 
an academic handbook that outlines rigorous rules for his 
players—attending study halls and submitting frequent 
progress reports from teachers, among other routines. Results: 
Nicole Wells posted a 3.46 GPA and signed with Wichita State 
University; she will be joined there by Jasmine Jones; four 
other former Jaguars will play at four-year colleges this season.

The other coaches apply similar monitoring techniques. 
Seven of last spring’s 16 softball players maintained grade 
point averages above 3.0. The women’s soccer team boasted 
an unusual number of players with high GPAs, including 
Anyanwu, Chukwuji and Klingensmith and Egnuenu at 4.0. 

Women’s soccer sets pace
GPC’s four women’s soccer All-Americans led a team 

that rocketed from also-ran in Georgia’s two-year college 
conference to a third-place finish in the national tournament in 
Kalonji’s third season as head coach.

“This is a tremendous team accomplishment—four All-
Americans. How often does a team do that?” says Kalonji.

The answer is: only once before at Georgia Perimeter. GPC’s 
2000 national championship tennis team produced six All-
Americans. The men’s soccer team has produced three All-
Americans three times—in 2004, 2006 and 2007.

“It was a phenomenal season for a women’s soccer team that 
had but one winning season in the past decade, the previous 
season,” says Barney. “Many athletes come and leave colleges 

Ngozi Esther Anyanwu 
surveys the landscape during 

Georgia Perimeter’s conference 
championship victory at Darton 

College last fall. A freshman with 
a 3.8 grade point average at GPC, 

she led the Jaguars to a magical 
season and a third-place finish in 

the nation.

Photo by Bill Roa

20  thechronicle  



22  thechronicle  thechronicle  23

without knowing how it feels to be champions and All-Americans.”
Among the team’s season highlights:
•   Anyanwu achieved the first 100-point season in GPC 

history—49 goals and 14 assists for 112 points. 
•   Midfielder Chukwuji finished with six goals and 11 assists for 

23 points and was instrumental in setting up a high-powered 
front line that included Anyanwu and Adeshigbin, the nation’s 
fourth-leading scorer.

•   Goalkeeper Egwuenu ranked fifth in the country with a 0.31 
goals-against average and 16 shutouts.

•   Klingensmith earned All-America honorable mention after 
spearheading a defense that allowed only 10 goals all season.

All-America: ‘Quite an Honor’
GPC’s softball pitching ace, Christina Ezell, from Senoia, was 

named to the All-America second team after a sophomore season 
in which she pitched 11 shutouts and two perfect games.

“We may never see another pitcher like Christina,” coach Ed 
Schutte says of the right-hander who led the nation in strikeouts 
per inning her freshman year, struck out a school-record 662 
batters in two seasons and posted a record of 44-14.

“Thousands of athletes played junior college softball, and to be 
named in the top 30 or so is quite an honor,” the coach added.

Making the nationals
Aside from women’s soccer, two other Jaguar teams advanced to 

their national tournaments during the 2010-11 academic year—
men’s tennis and women’s basketball.

The men’s tennis team finished seventh in the country and in the 
process produced two All-Americans, Kante and Lemtouni.

Kante, a sophomore and native of Senegal, won the top-flight 
singles national championship and teamed with Lemtouni to claim 
the doubles title. Lemtouni, a freshman from Morocco, was beaten 
in the second-flight singles championship final.

Kante was undefeated for the season as coach Mohamed “Reda” 
Nait Omar, in his fourth season as head coach, delivered on his 
plan to rebuild the program to national prominence.

“This shows the program is back to where it was once before,” 
says Nait Omar, noting the Jaguars’ four consecutive national 
championships in 1998-2001. “We’ve given notice that the Jaguars 
are back in tennis.”

Men’s soccer and baseball 
The Jaguars’ other two male All-Americans came from teams 

that fell a couple of victories short of making their national 
tournaments.

Toure, a sophomore soccer forward from Decatur, was another 
first team All-American. He was second in the conference, the 
Georgia Collegiate Athletic Association—also known as Region 
17 of the NJCAA—in scoring with 66 points (21 goals, 24 assists). 
But the Jaguars lost 1-0 to Darton College in the semifinals of the 

conference tournament, ending a streak of appearances in the 
nationals under veteran coach Marc Zagara.

Toure also led the Jaguars in scoring in 2009 (15 goals, nine 
assists) while national runners-up to Tyler College of Texas. It 
was the sixth consecutive trip to nationals by Zagara’s teams, a 
streak that includes a national championship and three runner-up 
trophies.

Baseball pitcher Garner was an honorable mention All-American 
as the Jaguars won the GCAA regular season and tournament 
championships.

Garner, a freshman lefthander from Loganville, was the 
workhorse on the Jaguars’ staff, striking out 78 batters in 73 
innings. He finished with a 9-2 record, tied for the lead in victories 
in the GCAA, and had an earned run average of 3.08.

Catcher Scott Sarratt, also won a prestigious national honor—the 
Rawlings Gold Glove as the best defensive catcher in the country. 
He started 35 games and didn’t commit an error. Only nine players 
in the nation earn a Gold Glove award each year.

Cultivating Championships
GPC’s women’s basketball team lost its opening game at nationals 

to eventual champion North Idaho College, but the Jaguars 
bounced back with three straight wins, finishing seventh in the 
tournament.

Coach Waldon’s relentless emphasis on teamwork and ball-
sharing meant that individuals didn’t pile up the statistics that get 
national notice, but they won scholarships, as evidenced by the six 
sophomores signing to play at four-year schools. 

Award-Winning Leadership
Three Georgia Perimeter coaches—Waldon, Kalonji and baseball 

coach Danny Blue—were named GCAA Coach of the Year in 
2010-11. Nait Omar was named region Coach of the Year by the 
Intercollegiate Tennis Association, which coordinates events with 
the NJCAA.

GPC’s coaches have garnered 17 coach-of-the-year awards in the 
past five years. Zagara received the ultimate honor; he was inducted 
into the NJCAA Hall of Fame in 2009, joining former GPC coaches 
Bill Kemp and Joyce Garrett in receiving the honor.

During the same five-year stretch, the athletic department 
collected 33 championship trophies, made 13 trips to nationals and 
produced 23 All-Americans.

In college sports, success usually breeds more success. With 
five All-Americans and other talented players returning for their 
sophomore seasons, with highly touted recruits arriving and with 
a diligent emphasis on academics, the 2011-12 outlook for Jaguar 
sports—including classroom performance—is bright.

Follow the Jaguars: www.gpc.edu/athletic, on Facebook at 
Georgia Perimeter College Sports or on Twitter: @GPCsports. 

LINdA CHuKWuJI

Both offensively and 

defensively, midfielder Linda 

Chukwuji, a 3.1 student, 

was a leader in the Jaguars’ 

championship season. She 

scored six goals and handed 

out 11 assists for a total of 

23 points.

TORI KLINGENsMITH

After an exceptional season 

at midfield in 2009, Tori 

Klingensmith moved to the 

back line. She led an ironclad 

defense that produced 16 

shutouts and allowed only 75 

shots on goal and 10 goals in 

25 games.

CLAy GARNER

Lefthander Clay Garner 

parlayed smart pitching, varied 

pitches and good control into 

a 9-2 record, striking out more 

than one batter per inning. He 

fanned twelve batters in five 

innings in his college debut. 

sALIF KANTE

A leader on and off the court, 

Salif Kante captured the national 

No. 1 singles championship 

and also took the 

doubles title with 

partner Ismail 

Lemtouni. Undefeated 

in his sophomore season, he was 

the conference player of the year.

BOuBACAR TOuRE

Boubacar Toure led the Jaguars to a 

national runner-up trophy in 2009 and 

was fifth in the nation in scoring last 

year. Transferring to Appalachian State 

University, he’s one of 12 teammates 

moving on to play at four-year schools.

MARBEL EGWuENu

Straight-A student  

Marbel Egwuenu ranked  

fifth in the nation among 

goalkeepers with a 0.31  

goals-against average,  

the number of goals allowed  

for every 90 minutes played.  

She allowed only nine goals in  

25 games and posted 16 shutouts. 

IsMAIL LEMTOuNI 

The top six players on each 

tennis team at nationals play 

for singles championships, and 

three doubles teams vie for 

titles. Ismail Lemtouni won the 

top-flight doubles crown and 

was runnerup in No. 2 singles.
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CHRIsTINA EZELL

With a rising fastball that stymied 

opposing hitters, workhorse 

Christina Ezell turned in extra duty 

on a shorthanded pitching staff. She’s 

transferring to a softball powerhouse, 

Jacksonville State University.
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Scoreboard

The idea was for Georgia Perimeter 
College to return to national prominence 
in men’s tennis. Mission accomplished.

Led by undefeated Salif Kante, who 
delivered national championships in 
singles and doubles, the Jaguars finished 
seventh in the National Junior College 
Athletic Association tournament in 
Plano, Texas.

Kante, the Jaguars’ super sophomore 
from Senegal, defeated Jair Assuncao 
of Laredo (Texas) Community College. 
Assuncao retired with an injury with 
Kante leading 5-1.

Kante also teamed with freshman 
Ismail Lemtouni to win the NJCAA 
doubles championship, defeating Alex 
Sanders and Michael Tymkiw of Collin 
(Texas) College 2-6, 7-6, 6-2. As a result 
of their victories, Kante and Lemtouni 
made the NJCAA All-America first team.

 “This shows the program is back to 

where it was once 
before,” head coach 
Mohamed “Reda” 
Nait Omar said.

The Jaguars 
once won four 
consecutive national 
championships from 
1998 to 2001. They 
were runners-up in 
2003 and ’04, but 
down years followed. 
Nait Omar sought to 
restore the program’s 
luster.

Christian Bellina, a sophomore 
battling injury, made it all the way to 
the consolation final of the No. 3 singles 
flight. Other Jaguars winning matches at 
nationals were Jeremy Dunham, Ramin 
Zamani and Brian Le.

Kante additionally won the NJCAA 

Region 17 Most Valuable Player award 
and received the Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association senior Player of the Year 
award for the region. The ITA named 
Nait-Omar region coach of the year.

To read more, visit gpc.edu/athletic/
mtennis 

The Georgia Perimeter College softball 
team came within one run of achieving 
back-to-back trips to the National Junior 
College Athletic Association tournament 
in 2011. The Jaguars (30-13) definitely 
possessed national-level talent.

Though Darton College beat GPC 
2-1 in the Georgia Collegiate Athletic 
Association championship game, the 
Jaguars won 30 games for the fifth 
consecutive season.

Christina Ezell won a spot on the All-
America second team. The sophomore 
right-handed pitcher also was named 
conference MVP for the second straight 
year. She was 21-8 with a 0.79 earned 
run average and 328 strikeouts in 212 
innings.

Ezell’s strikeouts per inning, 1.59, 

ranked second in the nation. She 
whiffed 662 batters in two seasons, 
a GPC record.

Another standout, freshman 
shortstop Kacie Patterson, was 
the GCAA batting champion with 
a nationally ranked .469 average 
and a team-leading 26 runs batted 
in. She joined Ezell on the all-
region first team.

“She’s a phenomenal shortstop,” 
GPC coach Ed Schutte said. “She’s 
a potential MVP next year.”

Kaitlyn Smith, a freshman who 
hit .346 during the regular season 
with 15 RBIs, made the all-
region second team. Sophomore 
first baseman Jamie Saunders, 
who hit .374, was selected to the all-

tournament team, along with Ezell and 
Patterson.

Men’s tennis team finishes seventh in nation

Softball team wins 30 for fifth straight year

Salif Kante, middle; Ismail Lemtouni, fifth from right; and coach 
Mohamed Nait Omar, right, led GPC to an outstanding season.

Kenny Straus, left, won a coveted offer to play professional baseball, 
and Scott Sarratt earned a national Gold Glove award with an 
errorless season.

Kacie Patterson, a flawless freshman shortstop, led 
the Jaguars and the conference in hitting.

baSeball winS ConferenCe ChaMPionShiP

Twelve years in the making, Georgia Perimeter’s first baseball 
tournament championship was the perfect blend of timely hitting 
and slick defense. And having an All-American pitcher and a 
national Gold Glove catcher didn’t hurt.

With left-hander Clay Garner, the honorable mention All-
American, leading the way, the Jaguars (47-17) claimed their second 
regular-season conference championship in three years. They 
next won the Georgia Collegiate Athletic Association tournament 
championship—the first since 1999—and advanced to the NJCAA 
East Central District tournament in Morristown, Tenn., where they 
ended their season.

Catcher Scott Sarratt earned the national Rawlings Gold Glove 
Award at his position and was named the GCAA Defensive Player 
of the Year. Head coach Danny Blue received his second conference 
Coach of the Year award.

Garner, a freshman, was 9-2 with a 3.08 earned run average and 
78 strikeouts. 

The Seattle Mariners drafted sophomore outfielder Kenny Straus 
in the Major League Baseball draft. Straus, a left-handed hitter with a 
.350 batting average, was a first-team all-conference selection, along 
with Garner, outfielder Kendall Lacey and second baseman Felton 
James. First baseman Jamie McMillan made the second team.

Another freshman pitcher, Antonio Allen, earned the tournament 
Most Valuable Player award. Joining him on the all-tournament 
team were Straus, James, Lacey, shortstop McLendon Hill and third 
baseman Garitt Church.

At one point in the season, the Jaguars had a 14-game winning 
streak and were ranked 13th nationally, believed to be their highest 
ranking since at least 1999.

The Georgia Perimeter 

College women’s tennis 

team broke even this 

season, winning half of 

its 10 matches. But Sadia 

Mayou was a different 

story. Mayou, a freshman 

political science major 

from the African 

country of Togo, went 

undefeated while playing 

at No. 2 singles for the 

Jaguars. So dominant 

was her performance 

that she won every match 

except one in straight sets. 

Along with Mayou, No. 1 singles Salma Dahbi will return, providing a 

strong nucleus for the 2012 campaign. And the new recruits include 

Idia Amen, a top 20 player from Texas. … The men’s and women’s 

soccer teams had to travel to Albany for conference tournaments in 

recent seasons. Not so this fall—GPC will host the tournaments at 

the end of October. Winners advance to the National Junior College 

Athletic Association District F tournament and then on to nationals. 

… Forty-one Jaguar athletes made the leap in 2011 from the junior 

college level to four-year institutions with large scholarships. Among 

the highlights were women’s soccer player Taiwo Adeshigbin’s signing 

with Missouri, women’s basketball players Jasmine Jones and Nicole 

Wells going to Wichita State and men’s soccer leading scorer Boubacar 

Toure accepting a scholarship to Appalachian State … Follow the 

Jaguars at www.gpc.edu/athletic, and listen to audio webcasts of games 

by clicking on the links under “Game Webcast,” or “Webcast Archives.”

Sadia Mayou

Oh, you Jaguars: Jaggy and GPC athletic director Alfred Barney 
had much to cheer about in 2010-2011. Four of the college’s eight 
teams claimed championships and three went to nationals.

point-by-point
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Foundation
Georgia Perimeter 

College provided a 

strong beginning for 

brother and sister 

Randy and Traci 

Hampton. Now they 

are helping the school 

do the same for others.

Randy, who played 

baseball for the college, 

suggested establishing a 

scholarship in memory 

of his and Traci’s 

mother. The Patricia 

Hampton Memorial 

scholarship, created in 

2008, is awarded to a GPC baseball team member with a GPA of 2.9 

or higher. Each winner currently receives $1,000.

The Hamptons endowed the scholarship at GPC because the 

college impacted both their lives. Traci attended deKalb College in 

1973 and 1974 and Randy in 1986.

 “It made sense to go to a community college to get into the swing 

of things, instead of a four-year school where I probably wouldn’t 

have been successful,” Randy says. “GPC gave me a great start, and 

we hope to do that for other students today.”

Traci recalls being in Professor George sanko’s classroom, learning 

about botany and also about the importance of a strong work ethic. 

she later graduated from Georgia state, but sanko—now a GPC 

professor emeritus—made a lasting impression on her.

 “We believed that since we are so blessed in our lives today, that it 

was time to give back,” she says. “The school holds a special place in 

our hearts.”

An Evening to Remember: Former GPC instructor Jim Rogers 
and his wife, Susan, relax at the Georgia Perimeter College/DeKalb 
College Retiree Association fundraiser June 24. The event raised more 
than $5,300 for the association’s scholarship fund. 

Randy Hampton holds a photo of his 
late mother, Patricia Hampton. 

Adjoa Aka clutched her handbag 
nervously when she first walked through 
the doors of the Hartsfield-Jackson 
Development Program, the planning and 
development division of the Hartsfield-
Jackson Atlanta International Airport. 
The former Georgia Perimeter College 
student was experiencing her first day in 
the Women and Girls Internship Program, 
sponsored by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation/Office of Small and 
Disadvantaged Business Utilization.    

“Being chosen to participate in the 
internship program was better than 
winning the million dollar lottery because 
you learn skills that can propel you into 
a future that you never imagined,” Aka 
explained. “I just kept thinking how lucky 
I am to be here and learn so much in such 
a fantastic program. It opened doors for 
me that I never even knew existed.” 

 The nationwide program was created 
in 2009 to encourage more young women 
to pursue careers in transportation, said 
Gwendolyn Coleman Winston, project 
director for the U.S. Department of 
Transportation Mid-South Atlantic Small 
Business Transportation Resource Center. 
“Transportation is traditionally seen as 
a man’s profession,” she says. “WGP is a 
means by which young women can get 
exposure to career choices they might not 
have ever considered.”

 Current workforce forecasts indicate 
that attrition will increase the need for 
new workers, says Joe Jackson, president 
and CEO of the Greater Atlanta Economic 
Alliance. “The federal government as a 
whole is going through a massive exit 
of employees and an influx of the next 
generation of workers. We want to make 
sure that women play a vital role in the 
transportation industry now and in the 
future.”

 Thanks to the 
efforts of Foundation 
Trustee Thomas W. 
Dortch Jr., Georgia 
Perimeter was the first 
community college 
to participate in the 
program, Winston 
says. Fourteen 
colleges signed letters 
of intent for the 
program’s Mid-South 
Atlantic division, 
which covers Georgia, 
South Carolina and 
Tennessee. 

 Six GPC students 
participated in the 2010 fall semester, 
and two—Aka and Phebe Dowels—were 
invited back for spring internships. 
They each received a $1,000 stipend for 
participating. 

 “We worked hard to get our students 
in the program because careers in 
transportation are essential to helping 
our world become environmentally 
friendly by finding alternative methods of 
transportation and energy consumption—
issues of great importance to Georgia 
Perimeter College” says Tracey Knight, 
GPC’s director of strategic partnerships 
for access programs. “WGP also helps 
students make informed decisions about 
their career choices and helps them 
develop important contacts for the future.”

 Participants must have at least a 2.8 
GPA, must submit a letter of interest and 
an evaluation by a faculty member, and 
must be interviewed, Winston said. 

 The GPC students exhibited a 
tremendous work ethic and enthusiasm, 
Jackson said. “The Georgia Perimeter 
students knew exactly what they wanted 
to get out of the internship and what they 

want for their futures,” he said. “It was 
clear that they were taking advantage of 
the relationships that GPC has with other 
institutions and with our agency.”

In addition to the airport, interns 
worked at MARTA, the Federal Aviation 
Administration, the Federal Highway 
Administration, the Georgia and 
Tennessee departments of transportation, 
private suppliers and law firms.

  “I not only gained hands-on 
experience, but I met people in the 
profession whom I would never have 
met had I not participated in WGP,” said 
Dowels, a journalism major. “Now, I’m 
considering a career in the transportation 
industry. There are so many options that 
there is room within the field for any 
major.”

 Aka, who is now majoring in industrial 
engineering at Georgia Tech, said WGP 
helped her decide to pursue a career in 
transportation. “I can’t wait to make an 
impact in the field,” she said. “In turn, 
I plan to help others in my community 
learn of all the wonderful opportunities 
open to them in transportation.”

Program opens women’s eyes to careers in transportation

From left, Joe Jackson, president and CEO of the Greater Atlanta 
Economic Alliance; GPC interns Phebe Dowels and Adjoa Aka, 
and Gwendolyn Coleman Winston, project director for the U.S. 
Department of Transportation Mid-South Atlantic Small Business 
Transportation Resource Center. 

Scholarship recipients, front, from left, Denetra Robinson, Tomika 
Lugo and Aubrey-Rain Kekiwi gather with, back, from left, EWI 
Atlanta Chapter President Verla Calhoun Kelley and Corporate EWI 
President Sharon Bennett at the scholarship dinner in June. 

ewi and GPC Continue PartnerShiP  
to eduCate StudentS

Executive Women International looks for students with 
courage. Georgia Perimeter College seeks scholarships for its 
students. The two visions collided 15 years ago with a fruitful 
partnership that benefits students. 

Three students each recently received an EWI Atlanta 
Chapter’s ASIST—Adult Students in Scholastic Transition—
scholarship. The awards were made in June at the Atlanta 
chapter’s annual scholarship dinner, held for the first time at 
GPC—in Clarkston. 

Student Tomika Lugo hopes to one day open a shelter for 
runaways. Aubrey-Rain Kekiwi, who also won a national EWI 
scholarship for $2,000, wants to care for the poor. Denetra 
Robinson dreams of delivering healthy babies. 

 “The common thread among the award recipients is courage,” 
says EWI national president Sharon Bennett. “We know we want 
to change and that we don’t have all the answers. But we have 
the courage to take the necessary steps.”

EWI-Atlanta celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2010. The 
Atlanta chapter gives out three annual $2,000 scholarships, and 
GPC students have received almost $100,000 during the college’s 
15-year partnership with EWI. EWI’s 60-plus chapters reaffirm 
their commitment to helping students each year by awarding 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in scholarships nationwide. 

Lugo, Robinson and Kekiwi share a passion for serving others.
 “This scholarship has granted me the opportunity to pursue 

that passion,” Robinson says, “and I don’t take the honor lightly.”

why I give

Photo by Rod Reilly

Photo courtesy of Randy H
am

pton
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It is with great pleasure that I present to you the 2010 Georgia Perimeter 
College Foundation Annual Report.

The GPC Foundation establishes a very real foundation for this college–a 
base of stability, support and resources that allows GPC to transform lives 
and enhance our community.

The economic challenges of recent years have not diminished the demand 
for the quality education that Georgia Perimeter College provides. 
Enrollment continues to climb. And, despite the economic climate, 2010 
was a record year for the Foundation’s annual George Fellows Memorial 
Golf Tournament, which raised more than $130,000. That money, along with 
your donations, provides student scholarships and resources for GPC, its 
faculty, staff and students to do their best work.

Though I am a newspaper publisher, my early training and experience was 
in education. I come from a family of educators and—before them—a 
grandfather whose commitment was so strong that he personally built and 
maintained a school because his rural community needed one. I learned 
early that education is not only key, but essential.

I believe in Georgia Perimeter and its important role in our region. That’s 
why I have for 10 years volunteered to serve on the GPC Foundation 
board. From its unique beginning by a public school system to its award-
winning faculty and staff, GPC is a great institution. Who would not want to 
be involved with a college that affects so many lives?

This report will provide you financial information about the Foundation. We 
value the individuals who support the Foundation’s work and are proud of 
others whose lives have been changed because of it. With your help, we can 
continue to build a strong foundation for Georgia Perimeter College.

Carolyn Glenn

Publisher, The Champion Newspaper

Chair, Georgia Perimeter College Foundation

2010 Annual Report
The Georgia Perimeter College Foundation

Foundation

An incredible partnership is providing 
support for Georgia Perimeter College 
students and wonderful food as well.

For five years, Fleming’s Prime 
Steakhouse & Wine Bar at Perimeter 
Place Village has supported GPC’s 
Annual George Fellows Memorial Golf 
Tournament, which has yielded funds 
for scholarships, academic and student 
programs and faculty/staff development. 
Since 1998, the tournament has 
generated more than $1 million for 
college initiatives.

 “We have always had a good working 
relationship on a professional and 
personal level with GPC,” said Erick 
Tousek, operating partner at Fleming’s. 
“We want to be part of an organization 
that feels the same way we do about 
supporting student success.”

 Fleming’s provides a filet mignon 
dinner for more than 300 tournament 

participants and 
volunteers, gift cards 
for player gift bags 
and gift certificates 
for a raffle and 
silent auction. The 
restaurant also 
supports GPC’s 
alumni and retiree 
associations, 
strengthening efforts 
to meaningfully 
connect alumni 
and retirees to the 
college. 

 “Fleming’s has been such a integral 
partner in our work, whether it’s hosting 
our trustees, alumni and staff at the 
restaurant or supporting GPC’s quality 
delivery through the golf tournament,” 
says Vicki Carew, executive director of 
Institutional Advancement and the GPC 

Foundation.
 The partnership has potential to grow 

because Fleming’s and GPC share many 
interests, Carew says. 

“That is one reason the partnership 
makes so much sense,” Carew says, “We 
are two organizations committed to 
impacting lives.”

Jennifer Zenteno, 18, thought she would 
have to give up dreams of college. Then 
she heard that she had been accepted 
into the Georgia Perimeter College 
Educational Achievement Program. 

“If it weren’t for this program, there is 
no way I could attend college,” Zenteno 
says. “GPC and the Goizueta Foundation 
are helping me see that success is within 
reach.”

 GEAP, funded by a grant from the 
Goizueta Foundation, provides increased 
access and success for Hispanic/Latino 
students at GPC. The program, begun 
in 2010, is part of the college’s effort to 
increase opportunities for underserved 
members of its community.

 GEAP targets financially-strapped 
Hispanic/Latino students who have been 

accepted or are enrolled at GPC. Each 
student receives $500 to $1,500 per year.

  “The program makes the difference 
in my being able to fulfill my dream of 
getting a college education,” Zenteno says.

 The estimated 120 GEAP scholars must 
maintain a 2.6 GPA, attend workshops, 
meet with advisors and perform 
community service, says GEAP Director 
Eric Cuevas.

 “GEAP Scholars serve as role models in 
their families, among their peers and for 
the Hispanic/Latino community,” Cuevas 
says. “Their commitment to service and 
civic engagement pushes them to give 
back to the community, whether it be 
mentoring other Hispanic students or 
partnering with organizations such as the 
Latin American Association.”

Plans include visits to four-year 
institutions with which GPC has transfer 
admission guarantees.

 “We want to see them succeed at GPC 
and beyond,” Cuevas says. 

Strong support paves way for successful golf tournament

GEAP opens higher education doors for Latino and Hispanic students

Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar has provided generous support 
to the GPC Foundation and other college initiatives.

GPC President Dr. Anthony Tricoli 
encourages GEAP scholars during 
orientation in July.
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ENDOWMENTS 

Marvin Cole Fellowship 

ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS 

Cleone Rhodes Alford Memorial Scholarship 

American Legion Harold Byrd Post 66 Scholarship

Baker, Henry, and Spann Teacher Education Scholarship 

Janet Barron Book Scholarship 

Dr. Jacquelyn M. Belcher Scholarship 

Mr. Lewis Belcher, Jr. Scholarship 

Beverly Benson Scholarship 

Cheryl Benz Community Service Scholarship for

  ESL and International Students 

Marian & Ed Bramlette Fine Arts Scholarship 

Gayle Brunelle Scholarship 

Eddie Butcher Memorial Scholarship 

Alfred M. Byrd Business Administration Scholarship 

Glenn Clark Memorial Scholarship 

Marvin and Mimi Cole Scholarship 

Landon Coleman Memorial Scholarship 

Camille Colvin Scholarship 

Agnes Delehanty Memorial Scholarship 

Matthew Dittmann Eagle Scout Scholarship 

Dunwoody Business Scholarship 

Wilmer Eames Study Group Scholarship 

Alice Jacoby Egan Memorial Scholarship  

Exley/Smith Learning Support Mathematics 
Scholarship 

Faculty Senate Scholarship

The Helen Freise/ Village Writers Group Awards 
Fiction and Poetry

Mary R. Futch Scholarship 

Junius & Sarah Garrison Education Scholarship 

Georgia Cancer Specialists Scholarship

GPC Alumni Association Scholarship 

GPC Nursing Alumni Scholarship  

Gynecology and Obstetrics PC Scholarship 

Charles W. Hall Memorial Scholarship 

F. Lane Hardy Scholarship 

The Jewell V. Hiatt and Samuel Abner Hiatt Scholarship 
Fund 

J. Fred Hill Decatur Honors Scholarship 

Linda M. Hodges Nursing Scholarship 

Norman Hollingsworth Business Scholarship 

Girija Honkan Engineering Textbook Scholarship 

Howey-Hudson-Lowe Scholarship 

Diane P. Jennings Scholarship 

Dr. Judy C. Johnston Scholarship 

Kaiser Permanente Endowed Scholarship

Francine King  Memorial Scholarship

Ann M. Knight Memorial Scholarship 

Elisabeth Lautemann Memorial Scholarship 

Lipphardt Military Merit Scholarship 

Dawn Maltais Memorial Scholarship 

John Manko Music Scholarship 

Dr. Ken Manko Business Administration Scholarship

Stella Manko Scholarship 

Wanda B. Manko Education Scholarship  

Mayeux Family Perseverance Award 

Kito Christian Shane McCurdy Memorial Scholarship 
for International Students 

Dr. Grace McNamara Scholarship 

National Association of Chinese Americans Nursing 
Scholarship

Evelyn Newcomb Scholarship 

Newton Honors Scholarship 

Northlake Regional Medical Center Scholarship 

Regents Award 

Selma Robinson Scholarship for Single Mothers

Shamsalzoha Rouhani Memorial Nursing Scholarship 

Stone Mountain Optimist Club Scholarship 

Stone Mountain Rotary Club Scholarship 

Mildred Thomas Entrepreneur Scholarship 

Jack and Kathleen Thornton Scholarship  

Anne Tidmore Scholarship 

Samuel Tricoli Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Mrs. Ida M. Walson Legacy Scholarship 

Charles Warren Memorial Scholarship

Sheryl Wentworth Dental Hygiene Scholarship

Johnnie Ray Williams Scholarship 

Writer’s Institute/Atlanta Writers Club Scholarship 

NON-ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS

Access Asia

ALTA Tennis Scholarship

Thomas J. Anderson Memorial Scholarship 

Assistance League of Atlanta Scholarship 

Atlanta Dental Hygienist Society Scholarship 

Baseball Scholarship 

George C. Bingaman Scholarship 

Jessica Bryl Memorial Scholarship 

Chiropractic Scholarship 

Dr. Cary Christian Memorial Scholarship 

Richard Clow Social Science Scholarship

DECA (DeKalb Early College Academy)

Decatur Campus Non-Endowed Scholarship

DeKalb Medical Center Foundation Scholars Program 

Distance Learning Scholarship

Emory Eastside Medical Center Scholars Program

Enlace a la Meta Scholarship 

Enoch-Robinson Scholarship

Enrollment Management Scholarship

Executive Women International Scholarship

Dominic F. Falcetta Sr. Scholarship

Fasse Dental Hygiene Scholarship

Film Studies Scholarship 

Emile T. Fisher Scholarship

Edward Fitzpatrick Jr. Photography Scholarship 

Daisy Friday & Lucile House Visual Arts  Scholarship

Gateway to College Academy Scholarship 

Aleyamma George Memorial Scholarship

Georgia Beer Wholesalers Association

Georgia Interpreting Services Scholarship

Goizuetta Educational Achievement Scholarship 

GPC Challenge Book Scholarship 

GPC Dental Hygiene Alumni Scholarship 

GPC Foundation Scholarship

GPC Foundation-USG STEM Merit-Based Scholarship 

GPC General Scholarship

GPC Mathematics Conference Scholarship

GPC Retirees Association Student Scholarship

GPC Upward Bound Scholarship

Grady Health Systems Scholar Program

HCA/HSF Hispanic Scholars Program

Pamela K. Hecht Memorial Scholarship 

Patricia Hampton Memorial Scholarship

Hart Scholarship

Larry Landis Henly Memorial Scholarship

Honors Program Scholarship

Jaguar Book Scholarship 

David & Anita Kaufman Study Abroad Scholarship

Coach Bill & Jo Kemp Scholarship 

Edmond T. Kemp Seeds of Promise Scholarship

Gerry King Second Chance Scholarship for Women 
of Color

Leadership Academy Scholars Fund

Lost Boys Foundation Scholars Program

Robert and Joan Loewenthal Physics Prize

Math Scholarships-all campuses 

Math Scholarship-Clarkston

Math Scholarship-Decatur

Math Scholarship-Dunwoody

Math Scholarship-Lawrenceville

zell Miller Scholarship

Newton Outstanding Collegiate Math Award 

Joy Nikolova Memorial Scholarship

Noe Family Scholarship 

Nursing General Scholarships

Piedmont Hospital Scholars Program

Ramlose Foundation Lawrenceville Childcare 
Scholarship

B.G. Ray Scholarship

Dr. Colin Richman Dental Hygiene Scholarship

Rockdale Hospital Scholars Program

Seattle Study Club of Atlanta

Second Wind Dunwoody Women’s Club Scholarship

Sigma Phi Alpha Dental Hygiene Scholarship

Christine Smith Sign Language Interpreter Scholarship

Larry Smith Scholarship 

Society for Information Management Scholars (SIMS)

Student Life Scholarship

Study Abroad Scholarships

Support Staff Book Fund

John & Jackie Thornberry Online Scholarship

Triangle Pride Scholarship

Trio Student Support Services Scholarship

University System of Georgia Need-Based Foundation 
Scholarship

Wachovia Scholarship for Home Schooled Joint 
Enrollment

Travis Weatherly Sr. Memorial Fund

Gerald & Betty Wible Scholarship

Wine & Spirits Wholesalers of Georgia Foundation 
Scholarship 

Anna Young Memorial Scholarship

Pat zrolka Scholarship 

CRAIG THORNTON 
President,  
Cnetics Technologies 

R. PHILLIP SHINALL III
Attorney,  
Alexander, Royston,
Hardman & Shinall
 

DAN O’LEARY
Underground Atlanta 
Management

 

MELINDA MOCK
GPC Alumnna 

ARTHUR J. MCCLUNG JR.
Director,  
Georgia Power
 
 

LANI L. WONG
Civic Leader

MICHAEL THURMOND
Former Commissioner, 
Georgia Department  
of Labor 

DR. ANTHONY S. 
TRICOLI
President,
Georgia Perimeter 
College 

HENRY C. YU  
First Vice President, 
SunTrust Bank 

STELLA XU 
Faculty, 
Kennesaw State University

CATHY HENSON  
President and Founder, 
Georgia School  
Council Institute 

LIANE R. LEVETAN
Retired CEO,  
DeKalb County;
Former State Senator

PATRICK J. KO
CEO, 
FirstTrust Group, Inc.

JOHN M. LAWLER 
Community 
Development
Consultant

ALBA ADAMO 
Group Director, 
Shopper Merchandise/Marketing 
The Coca-Cola Company 
 

JOE BOCCELLI
President, 
Tee Time 
Enterprises, Inc.

THOMAS BROWN
Sheriff, 
DeKalb County 

ALFRED M. BYRD
President,
Byrd Alliance Group 
 

VERLENE COBB
Retired VP for  
Corporate Communications,  
AGL Resources

CHRIS FRANzONI
HR Workforce  
Planning Manager, 
United Parcel Service

THOMAS W. 
DORTCH JR. 
President, 
TWD, Inc.
 

CAROLYN GLENN  
Owner, 
ACE Communictions III 

BARRY M. GRAY  
Retired,
Wachovia Bank

KEITH BARNETT 
Attorney,
Sutherland, Asbill 
& Brennan, LLP

GREG CAPLES
Chief Financial Officer,
Emory Eastside  
Medical Center

SCOTT HOLCOMB 
General Counsel,
 J.P. Turner & 
Company, L.L.C.
 
 

scholarships2010-2011 board of trustees

This list reflects GPC Foundation scholarships established through Dec. 31, 2010.
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CORPORATE DONORS

$70,000-Plus
Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of 

Georgia, Inc.

$10,000 - $20,000
AT&T
Follett Higher Education Group
John and Mary Franklin Foundation, Inc.
National Association of Chinese 

Americans

$5,000 - $9,999
Assistance League of Atlanta
Atlanta Writers Club
Coca-Cola Enterprises, Inc.
Executive Women International
Georgia Power Company
Georgia-Pacific Foundation, Inc.
The Champion Newspaper
The Potts Company
University System of Georgia 

Foundation

$2,000 - $4,999
A.S. Turner & Sons, Inc.
Atlanta Dental Hygienist Society
Automated Logic - Georgia
Beatty Construction Company
Carithers Wallace Courtenay (CWC)
Collins Cooper Carusi Architects, Inc.
Dunwoody Woman’s Club, Inc.
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Hughes Good O’Leary & Ryan, Inc.
Snapping Shoals Electric Membership 

Corporation
Sodexo, Inc. & Affiliates

$1,000 - $1,999
Albion Scaccia Enterprises, LLC
B2B Technologies, LLC
Barton Malow Company
Brookwood Group
Buckeye Cleaning Center
Carter
CDW
Clark Patterson Associates
Coca-Cola Foundation Matching Gifts 

Program
Collegiate Project Services
Columbia Management
Convergint Technologies
Cox Radio Group Atlanta
Emory Johns Creek Hospital
Flood Brothers
Georgia Interpreting Services Network 

(GISN)
Harland Clarke Holdings Corp.
Higher One, Inc.
Howey-Hudson-Lowe Foundation, Inc.
Juneau Constrution Company, LLC
Nerroth Mechanical Contractors, Inc.
Netherton & Boles, Inc.
New South Constructions
Parramore & Quinn, Inc.
Southern Refreshment Services
Southern Technical Management, Inc.
Standridge Color Corporation
The ComTran Group Inc.

Turner Boone Contract
Unilever United States Foundation, Inc.
Wakefield Beasely & Associates 

Architects, Inc.
Wells Fargo

$500 - $999
AGL Resources Inc.
Anderson Design Inc.
Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation, Inc.
DeKalb Office Environments
Georgia Beer Wholesalers Association 

Scholarship Fund Inc.
Georgia Federal Credit Union
Groupe Lacasse LLC
HC Beck, Ltd.
Merrill Lynch
Premiere Wireless Solutions, Inc.
Promology 101
Sayres Management Associates
Shaw Industries, Inc.
Skybridge Global Inc.
Southstar Energy Services LLC
The CBORD Group, Inc.
The Emile T. Fisher Foundation For 

Dental Education In GA
Trendway Corporation
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

$1 - $499
A to z Exterminators
A.R.A GPS Systems, Inc.
Aiesha, Inc.
AIG Matching Grants Program
American Boat Brokers
AT&T Foundation Matching Gifts
Bruce Miller Football Camp
C Solutions, Inc.
CAT, LLC
CENGAGE Learning
Columbia Appraisal Service, Inc.
Friends of Thomas Brown
G.P.’s Enterprise, Inc.
GariMark Foods, Inc.
Georgia Association of Educators
Haddad Ellis Oral & Maxillofacial 

Surgery, LLC
Hi-Tech Healthcare Inc.
Jack In The Box Check Cashing, Inc.
Lavigno & Morton
Lovezzola’s Inc.
MARTA Employees Charity Club
Michael B. Thomas Insurance Agency, 

Inc.
Mid Georgia Trucking Inc.
Misdemeanor Probation Services, LLC
Nickey Gregory Company, LLC
Northwest Georgia Home Health & 

Oxygen, Inc.
Peck Properties
PRISM Inc.
Quest Diagnostics
RC Dailey Enterprises, Inc. / DBA Bravo 

Services
Sign Language Interpreting Specialists, 

Inc.
Smart Circle International LLC
Solutions Restoration
Stephen’s Super Foods, Inc. & Quality 

Groceries & Meats

Steve Roberts Construction Services
The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc.
The Nostaw Group
Tri-State Utility Products, Inc.
Walters State Community College

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

$5,000-Plus
Cathy C. Henson
Christine Wolf

$2,000 - $4,999
Keith J. Barnett
Patricia Belcher
Barbara L. Brown
Martha Fasse
John & June McPherson
William H. Kemp
Patrick J. Ko
Kenneth M. Manko
Elizabeth A. Molloy
Evelyn K. Ting

$1,000 - $1,999
Charles E. Brown
Vicki Carew 
Ron & Beverly Carruth
Thomas E. Driver
Traci A. Hampton
Sandee D. House
Clarence A. Jackson
Donald A. Kasten
Robert L. Murdock
Selma Robinson
Evelyn A. Rosa
Jeff & Jennifer Tarnowski
Anne M. Topple
Anthony & Robin Tricoli
Julius E. Whitaker

$500 - $999
Alba Adamo
John Bacheller
Janet E. Barron
Damita J. Boyd
Sara J. Burke
Alfred & Carolyn Byrd
Sheletha Y. Champion
Brenda M. Cherry
Verlene P. Cobb
Michael P. Cole
Jae T. Cosby
Collins Foster
H. Eugene Hall
Gloria Hitchcock
James McLean
Debra M. Moon
Stuart D. Noel
Colin Richman
Patty A. Ross
George Sanko
Philip A. Smith
Ellen & William Sweatt

$250 - $499
John R. Anderson
Dexter B. Banks
Julie A. Bell
James H. Bohanon

Jerrie N. Brooks
Chadwick Bryant
Mary B. Bullock
Carla Cato
Brian K. Chapman
Ore Co
Clarissa Coby
Marvin M. Cole
Robert S. Crosby
Barbara Marie Davis
Stacy S. Davis
Konni Dentler
Lisa E. Dyer
Jon R. Erickson
Harold Galvez
Joyce L. Garrett
Gina H. Gavin
Deborah Gonzalez
Patricia L. Gregg
Deborah Hall
William Hedden
Mary Hickman-Brown
Scott Holcomb
Jade C. Holley
Jennifer K. Kepesha
Jami F. Lind
Calvin Lloyd
Jenny Lowery
C. S. Macon
Frank W. McComb
Cathy R. McCullers
Susan McMillan
Grace H. McNamara
Phillip J. Meadors
Cloteal H. Melder
Frances N. Mohr
Phyllis Montgomery
Pamela J. Moolenaar-Wirsiy
Francis P. Nash
Martha L. Parker
Joe Patton
Robert W. Petty
Eleanor C. Ponder
Sherrie I. Pope
Jeffrey A. Portnoy
Adam P. Stone
Liani R. Swingle
Bradley K. Thomas
Mary B. Thomas
Susan M. Thomas
Mary Ann Traina
Theodore C. Wadley
Elizabeth A. Wallace
Diane E. White
Lani L. Wong
Paulos G. Yohannes
Paul G. Young
Henry C. Yu

$1 - $249
Tony A. Abbott
Tamra Acree
Carol Adams
Linda L. Adams
Barbara H. Akins
Chelsea D. Allen
Travis L. Allen
Pedro J. Amador
Tommy J. Anderson
Ronald D. Andrews

Ryan M. Andrews
Crystall L. Arnott
Theresa W. Ash
Me’Shi Avery
Angela Avery-Jones
Ralph J. Bailey
Beryle I. Baker
Christopher J. Baker
Brenda Ballard
Steve Ballard
John Barbe
William Barber
Carol D. Barefield
Kathleen W. Barlett
Felicia L. Barrette
Patricia Barron
Dwight L. Baskin
Mary H. Bayne
Lori A. Bazzani
John Beatty
James W. Bedingfield
Evelyn H. Bell
Vivian R. Bell
Kim W. Bennett
Sherry C. Bennett
Ann M. Benson
Debra S. Berger
Felecia L. Binns
Joseph W. Bishop
Louise Blackman
Sharon Blumer
Kwabena J. Boakye
Elizabeth F. Boatright
Angela M. Bonet
Simina Bono
Bruce Boring
Isaac E. Boring
Kwabena B. Bota
Mendal A. Bouknight
Frederick W. Bounds
Patricia L. Bovaird
Charles A. Bowe
JoAnne M. Brabson
Donna S. Bradley
Karon L. Bradley
Bernice C. Brantley
Boak Brantley
Mary Anne C. Brazeale
Chandra F. Breaux
Deanna R. Bredwell
Julia M. Bridges
Casey C. Brogdon
Louise C. Brown
Tracy M. Brown
Karen G. Browning
Carey D. Brunner
Elaine D. Bryan
Wesley D. Buckheister
Joanne C. Burgess
Carlton M. Byrd
Janice W. Byrd
Carl G. Camann
Sharon Van Camp
Anita Canada-Egwim
Nancy Cantrell
Chalee Carmichael
Tammy J. Carpenter
Stephen A. Carr
Alicia Carson
Catherine W. Carter
Gail S. Carty-Delehanty

James B. Casavan
Johnannes Causey
Adis Cehaja
Joseph F. Chapman
M. W. Chapman
Tammy T. Chappell
Wilnie Charlot
Judith A. Chastonay
Sheryll C. Cheek
Elizabeth S. Christian
Martha G. Church
Rose P. Church
Alice S. Claire
Faye L. Clark
Susan T. Clarke
Elizabeth D. Clow
Don P. Cobb
Karla Cocom
Nicholas J. Cogelia
Blair Cohen
Amy R. Coleman
Belinda L. Coley
Kevin T. Collins
Steve Collins
Robert R. Comegys
Bobbie S. Connell
James M. Connell
John S. Connell
Debora Constable
Joan Cooper
Jose A. Cortes
Lynne F. Coughlin
Matt Cox
Rosemary D. Cox
Alan T. Craig
Douglas L. Crane
Carole G. Creekmore
Renee M. Creel
Norma Crews
William C. Crews
Perry A. Culverson
Marjorie W. Cundy
Pamela O. Cushenan
Damir Dandic
Jason Dang
Derwin L. Daniels
Ludell M. Daugherty
Susan K. Davies
Ella W. Davis
Gail F. Davis
Lisa A. Davis
Richard D. Davis
Jean E. Dawson
Jason C. Dean
Stephen F. Deihl
Frank Delehanty
Michael F. Delehanty
Kathleen A. DeMarco
Debra K. Denzer
David A. Dick
Barbara R. Disney
C J. Dodd
Deborah A. Dooley
Barbara J. Dowdy
Jon F. Downs
Virgil Duckworth
Tamara N. Dunham
Travis J. Dyer
Evelyn L. Eagle
Lynn R. Eddy
Margo Eden-Camann

Nancy C. Edwards
Cindy D. Eenhuis
Margaret I. Ehrlich
Frances S. Ellis
Linard Emerson
Bonnie G. Englett
Ebony J. Eppes-Nails
Wendy Ezell
Deborah Factory
Barbara Fain
Blanche Farrar
Christine B. Farrar
Kenneth Farrar
Rebecca L. Fawbush
Marina V. Fedorova
Jermaine Felder
Dihema Ferguson
John R. Ferrante
Virginia Ferreira
Linda B. Fields
Randy Finley
Marc G. Fitten
Jermaine Fitzpatrick
Jordan Fitzpatrick
Lytricia A. Florence
Melodi F. Ford
Rose Frady
Chris Franzoni
Oscar L. Freeman
Frances M. Garner
James R. Garner
Kristin L. Garner
Crystal Garrett
Julia Gary
Louis A. Gary, Jr.
Susan C. Gast
Kymbyatta Gaston
Mary F. Gavin
Charlene Gibson
Amelia Glawe
Cecil R. Godfrey
M. Cerie Godfrey
Jimmy A. Godwin
Elizabeth R. Goeters
Deborah J. Goldman
Louise H. Gordon
Pamela J. Gore
Jean Graham
Sharon A. Grason
Barry M. Gray
Daryl B. Gray
Jan Gray
Belle P. Graydon
Harris R. Green
Selethia W. Gregory
Carl H. Griffin
Mark F. Griffin
Thomas E. Haire
Deborah Hairston
Emily M. Hall
Wylena H. Hall
Makeda N. Halstead
Valerie L. Hamm
Don Hammock
Helene R. Hand
Felicia M. Harbach
Jacqueline T. Harbison
Solange J. Hardy
Teresa Harley
Valerie F. Harper
Robert A. Harrell

Elizabeth W. Harris
Allie Harrison
Erica N. Hart
Erin R. Hart
Bari J. Haskins-Jackson
Marian P. Hassler
Johnetta Hawkins
Yvonne E. Hawthorne
Lindsey S. Heath
Lynn A. Hebert
Lee Hedden
Russell G. Henderson
Sue E. Henderson
Beth Anne Henry
Tanya L. Hickson
J. L. Higgins
Robert J. Hilgemann
Barbara R. Hill
James F. Hill
JoAnn M. Hill
Scott Hill
Cynthia A. Hillery-Jackson
Shimell L. Hinesman
Linda A. Hodges
Dennis F. Hoffman
Patsy R. Holden
Deborah J. Homer
Robert Honerkamp
Jeff Hook
Catherine T. Horat
Rhonda G. Howton
Jeanine G. Hubert
Rebecca D. Hudson
Shana C. Hunt
Deborah T. Huntley
Lamar Hyde
Beverly James
Daryl A. Jeffries
Jennifer A. Jenkins
Marilyn R. Jerding
Gloria Johns
Deborah C. Johnson
Teena K. Johnson
Dorothy M. Joiner
Carlysia Jones
Heather N. Jones
Latitia Jones
Monique L. Jones
Dorothy Joyner
Hugh Joyner
James M. Kahiga
Ronda S. Karelitz
Vicki K. Karnes
Linda S. Karr
Sarah L. Keeling
Nancy W. Kelley
Johnnie L. Kemp
Jimmy Kemp, Jr.
Ann E. Kersey
Debra F. Kilgore
Sue H. Kilpatrick
Betty King
Donald S. King
Robert J. King
James T. Kinlaw
Norma C. Kirk
Connie S. Kirkwood
Madlene F. Kirkwood
Donald W. Knight
Tracey Knight
Robert A. Koff

donors
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David L. Koffman
Ryan A. Kohrig
Dewey W. Kramer
Sylvia H. Krebs
Cynthia D. Kreutzer
Kathleen W. Laba
Bettie S. LaDuke
Linda E. Lael
Frederick T. Lakin
Gayelord D. Langley
Sarah L. Larson
Dorothy S. Lassiter
Christie P. Lathan
Matt D. Latta
Kouok K. Law
Yvonne Law
John M. Lawler
Barbara A. Lee
Beverly A. Lee
Denny Lemaster
Aurelia H. Lester
Felicia Hardin Lewis
Marjorie L. Lewkowicz
Karen S. Lindauer
Richard Lindner
Melissa L. Lindo
Henrietta Lindsay
Virginia L. Lipke
Susan S. Lofstrom
George E. Lonberger
Patricia D. Lowndes
Mark J. Ludick
Lyn B. Lyon
Jacqueline K. Macon
Jennifer Manzo
Donald Marinoni
Albertine L. Marshall
Jeanie Marx
Warren H. Mason
Patrice Masterson
Julie K. Mauer
Michael L. Mauer
Rebecca E. Mays
Natalie S. McCarley
Marie E. McClure
Dan McConaughey
Michael B. McCullers
Norman McDermott
James E. McDevitt
Willa M. McGarity
Tony McIntyre
Kate McKemie
Helen McKennie
Malissa McKennie
Lee R. McKinley
Margie A. McLaughlin
Mary P. Mellott
Francis J. Merkel Jr.
Judith A. Michna
Diane M. Miller
Patricia L. Miller
Melora Mirza
Laura G. Mitchell
Schantel D. Mitchell-Carroll
Melinda S. Mock
Sohayla Mohebbi
Kristine T. Moore
Mary Ann Morgareidge
Jim W. Morris
Glenna C. Mosley
Patricia T. Mote

Janice L. Murphey
Elizabeth L. Murphy
Joan B. Murray
Nancy E. Murrison
India Myers
Barbara S. Naumann
Patricia S. Nelson Smith
JoAnn W. Nichols
Barbara J. Nipp
Julia F. Noble
Godfrey F. Noe
Wade A. Norton
William R. Norvell
Christine N. Novack
Mary P. O’Brien
Gene R. O’Kelley
Gregory I. Okoro
Janet R. Orr
Tamra S. Ortgies-Young
Curtis Oslin, Jr.
Joyce M. Pair
Brenda P. Parham
Wendy H. Park
Martha W. Patrick
Vicki C. Patronis
Joe S. Patterson
David T. Pendley
Patricia M. Peters
James C. Petty
Karen E. Petty
Jerry W. Pickens
Mayquire Pimentel
Sam H. Pittard
Ginny Powell
Daphney S. Predvil
Sally W. Puckett
Birgit C. Quagliaroli
Sharon H. Queen
Sharon S. Ragland
Mary L. Rahn
James L. Rasmus
Eloise Ray-Fleming
Norma Q. Reed
Michael W. Reeves
Patricia Reeves
Dianne T. Reyes
Lola P. Reynolds
Diane M. Rice
Louise Elaine G. Richardson
Valora Richardson
Sharon E. Riley
Alex P. Riopelle
Joyce P. Riopelle
Kathryn C. Rivers
William Roa
Charlene C. Roberts
Ray Roberts
Rosemary R. Robertson
Enrico M. Robinson
Dana Rogers
Walter R. Rogers
Manny Rojas
Jason Van Rompaey
Gary H. Roseman
Jean Ross
Behnaz Rouhani
Iason Rusodimos
L. Dean Sanders
Mary K. Sanders
Yvette Sanders
Nancy H. Sanderson

Ann C. Sapp
Patsy Sarratt
Todd A. Sarratt
Jan B. Saunders
Walter H. Schley
Nikita N. Schroeder
James D. Scyoc
Francisco Seco De Lucena
Gail Shackelford
Ronald J. Shaw
Tersa A. Shehee
Patricia E. Shelton
Stormy Shull
Glenn Sierko
Dianne Sikes
Harvey L. Simpson
H.L. Simpson III, M.D.
Lucia H. Sizemore
Jerry L. Smith
Kara D. Smith
Shannon D. Smith
Susan D. Smith
Tammy P. Smith
Wendy L. Smith
Betty J. Snipes
Brenda Snipes
Herman H. Snipes III
Karla S. Sokolowski
Elizabeth M. Sommerfeld
Deborah L. Spear
Carolyn A. Spillman
Gay Stahr
Richard Stauffer
Ann M. Stenhouse
Gail P. Stephens
James G. Stephens
Jennifer H. Stephens
Carol B. Stevens
Cathryn Stevens
Robert M. Stevens
Joe Stockdale
Charles R. Stone
Thalonius Stone
Develyn C. Stovall
Bryan S. Strickland
Sharon H. Strickland
Gayle Suchke
Kathy Swanson
Kenneth O. Swanson
Ronald L. Swofford
Anna S. Tam
Ruth W. Tamayo
Timothy O. Tarkington
Brendolyn J. Tarver
Faye R. Tate
Marisol Tavarez
Karen D. Taylor
Derrick Tennial
Dennis C. Tettelbach
Elaine Thomas
Larrese Thomas
Nathan H. Thomas
Rachel L. Thomas
Les A. Thomassen
Jean A. Thompson
Jacqueline D. Thornberry
Barbara S. Thornton
Robert G. Thornton
Roy Q. Threatt
Harold D. Tiller
Benjamin J. Tompkins

Paul J. Traina
Mimi T. Tran
Gail Trapnell
Marian E. Travis
Karen Truesdale
Shirely Trussell
Donna L. Tur
Candace L. Turner
Elizabeth W. Turner
Robert VanCamp
Musa Varachhia
Debra D. Vaughan
Pearl K. Vonderhaar
Matthew J. Wagner
Laquitta J. Walker
William A. Walker
Isabelle Wallen
Sandra S. Waller
Wen C. Wang-Core
Arlene Wangle
Valerie Ward
Mary F. Weems
Wallace Weihe
Twyla Weinberg
Joanne Weir
Edith E. Wentworth
Alice M. West
Christine A. Wetzel
Laquita Wheeler
George H. White
Gerald F. White
H B. White
Leonard White
Sara H. White
Mark T. Whitmire
Aileen W. Wieland
Leslie Wiggins
Allison D. Williams
Beth Williams
Geoffrey C. Williams
James D. Williams
Jim W. Williams-Rogers
Diane H. Wilson
Georgia M. Wilson
Mary C. Wilson
Elizabeth S. Witham
Paul M. Witmer
Edward R. Wood
Wendy Woodruff
Sixing (Stella) Xu
Lamar York
A. Duane zerger
Dean J. zindler
Patricia zrolka

IN-KIND DONORS

Toby Krohn
DeKalb Chamber of Commerce
Johnson Controls
U.S. Department of Transportation - 

Mid-South Atlantic Region

This list of donors is produced annually by the 
Georgia Perimeter College Foundation, Inc. to 
acknowledge the generosity of our donors, whose 
philanthropy supports the students, faculty and 
staff of Georgia Perimeter College. Every attempt 
has been made to present accurate information to 
recognize our donors. If we have made an error 
in properly recognizing your gift, please accept our 
sincere apology and contact the GPC Foundation at 
678-891-2550.

TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, GEORGIA PERIMETER COLLEGE FOUNDATION, INC.

We have audited the Statement of Financial Position of GEORGIA PERIMETER COLLEGE FOUNDATION, INC. 
(a non-profit organization) as of December 31, 2010 and 2009 and the related statements of activities and cash 
flows for the years then ended. The financial statements are the responsibility of the organization’s management. Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial statements based on our audits.

We conducted our audits in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. 
Those standards require that we plan and perform the audits to obtain reasonable assurance about whether 
the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting 
principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement 
presentation. We believe that our audits provide a reasonable basis for our opinion.

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position 
of GEORGIA PERIMETER COLLEGE FOUNDATION, INC. as of December 31, 2010 and 2009 and the results of its 
activities and its cash flows for the years then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in 
the United States of America.

Our audits were made for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the basic financial statements taken as a whole. 
The additional information on page 14* is presented for the purpose of additional analysis and is not a required part 
of the basic financial statements. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit 
of the basic financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the basic 
financial statements taken as a whole.

June 21, 2011

Simmons & Jamieson, P.C. 
*The full audit can be viewed at gpc.edu/Foundation/Audit&Statements/Audit2010gpc.pdf

Georgia Perimeter College Foundation, Inc. 
statement of financial position, December 31, 2010 
ASSETS
Current Assets:

Cash and equivalents..............................................$1,214,026 
Contributions receivable ............................................... 62,172
Accrued interest receivable ............................................2,029 
Accrued rent receivable .......................................................  -0- 
Investments  ...................................................................... 619,426 
Prepaid expense ................................................................ 14,033 
Restricted assets:
Cash and equivalents  ...............................................1,611,369 
Accrued interest receivable   .........................................4,431 
Investments  ...................................................................... 732,881 

Total current assets ..........................................$4,260,367 

Property and Equipment:
Land ...................................................................................3,000,000 
Parking structures ....................................................16,943,119 
Buildings ........................................................................59,093,793
Furniture & fixtures ...................................................2,478,125 
 ...........................................................................................81,515,037 
Less accumulated depreciation  ...................... (5,323,411)
  ......................................................................................$76,191,626 

Other Assets:
Bond issuance costs, net .........................................1,392,704 
Other .........................................................................................4,000 
 .............................................................................................1,396,704

Total assets ........................................................$81,848,697 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities:

Accounts payable ........................................................... $50,487
Retainage payable ........................................................... 169,429
Accrued interest payable ........................................... 368,130
Deferred rental income .............................................. 123,972
Current portion of  
revenue bonds payable ............................................... 915,000
 Total current liabilities ..............................................1,627,018

Revenue bonds payable,  
less current portion ......................................................75,170,000 

Net Assets:
Unrestricted:

Undesignated ............................................................ 357,483 
Temporarily restricted ................................................ 994,511
Permanently restricted ............................................3,699,685
 Total net assets .........................................................$5,051,679
 
Total liabilities  
and net assets .........................................................$81,848,697

independent auditor’s repor t
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Georgia Perimeter College Foundation, Inc. 
statement of activities for the year ending December 31, 2010 

  Temporarily Permanently

 Unrestricted Restricted Restricted Total

REVENUES, GAINS AND OTHER SUPPORT:

Contributions $321,010 $126,441 $21,952 $469,403

Special events 40,339 -0- -0- 40,339

Investment income (loss) 9,420 10,098 63,718 83,236

Contributed goods and services 165,559 -0- -0- 165,559

Program service revenue (rent) -0- 3,982,034 -0- 3,982,034

Net assets released from restriction  4,015,000 (4,105,000) -0- -0-

Total revenues, gains and other support $4,551,328 $103,573 $85,670 $4,740,571

EXPENSES AND LOSSES

PROGRAM SERVICES:

Student aid, scholarships, and awards 166,834 -0- -0- 166,834

Newton Co. Development 776,675 -0- -0- $776,675

Goizueta Ed. Ach. 32,494 -0- -0- 32,494

GPC Athletics  12,291 -0- -0- 12,291

Nursing Alumni 4,157 -0- -0- 4,157

Kaiser Health Plan 34,693 -0- -0- 34,693

MLK Celebration 53,501 -0- -0- 53,501

GPC Newton Campus bond expense 1,780,713 -0- -0- 1,780,713

GPC Student Support bond expense 3,752,412 -0- -0- 3,752,412

Other 32,469 -0- -0- 32,469

Total Program Services $6,646,239 -0- -0- $6,646,239

SUPPORTIVE SERVICES:

Management and general 322,799 -0- -0- 322,799

fund-raising 44,955 -0- -0- 44,955

Total supporting services $367,754 -0- -0- $367,754

Total expenses and losses $7,013,993 -0- -0- $7,013,993

Changes in net assets ($2,462,665) $103,573 $85,670 ($2,273,422)

NET ASSETS AT BEGINNING  OF YEAR $2,820,148 $890,938 $3,614,015 $7,325,101

NET ASSETS AT END OF YEAR  $357,483 $994,511 $3,699,685 $5,051,679

CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES:
Change in net assets ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... ($2,273,422)

Adjustments to reconcile change in net assets to net cash provided by operating activities:
     Depreciation expense ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................2,303,015
     Amortization expense ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................56,131
     Unrealized (gain) loss on investment .........................................................................................................................................................................................................19,590

(Increase) decrease in operating assets:
     Contributions receivable ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................(31,502) 
     Prepaid expense .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................13,467
     Investments ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................25,168
     Accrued receivables ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................756,960

Increase (decrease) in operating liabilities
     Accounts payable ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................(326,065)
     Retainage payable ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................66,146
     Accrued interest payable ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................91,058
     Other current liabilities .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................26,022

     Net Cash Provided (Utilized) by Operating Activities ..................................................................................................................................................................726,568

CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES:
Construction in progress conversion ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... -0-
Acquisition/purchase of fixed assets ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................(85,122)
Purchase/disposition of investments, net ...................................................................................................................................................................................................(157,255)

     Net Cash Provided (Utilized) by Investing Activities ............................................................................................................................................................... ($242,377)

CASH FLOWS FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES:
Proceeds from bond issuance - GPC Student Support .......................................................................................................................................................................430,000
     Payment on bond issuance - GPC Foundation Newton .........................................................................................................................................................(465,000)

     Net Cash Provided (Utilized) by Financing Activities ....................................................................................................................................................................(35,000)

NET INCREASE (DECREASE) IN CASH AND EQUIVALENTS..................................................................................................................................................449,191

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AT BEGINNING OF YEAR .............................................................................................................................................2,376,204

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AT END OF YEAR ...............................................................................................................................................................2,825,395

SUPPLEMENTAL DISCLOSURES
     Cash paid for income taxes ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... -0-
     Cash paid for interest ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................$3,044,668

financial statements
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fundraising comparisons

TOTAL CONTRIBUTION HISTORY 2000 - 2010

Fiscal Year Ending Dec. 31

2010  $469,403

2009  $1,083,724 

2008  $841,203

2007  $987,388

2006  $1,270,579

2005   $3,322,722*

Fiscal Year Ending June 30

2004  $865,237

2003  $548,520

2002  $481,234

2001  $158,967

2000  $119,972 
* Includes gift of land for Newton Campus

CURRENT INVESTMENT REPORT

Investment Income, 2000 - 2010

2010  $83,236

2009  $107,131 

2008  ($75,881) 

2007  $400,199

2006  $1,042,601

2005  $25,742

2004  $34,760

2003  $9,043

2002  ($14,927)

2001  $20,174

2000  $24,892

2010 statistics

Total Enrollment

Head count: 25,113 

Full-time equivalents: 19,014 

Enrollment by Campus  
(duplicated head count*)

Alpharetta: 1,653 

Clarkston: 6,892

Decatur : 3,610

Dunwoody: 8,968

Rockdale/Newton: 2,674

Distance Learning: 8,153

Student Classification

Freshman: 14,728

Sophomore: 8,789

Dual Enrollment: 897

Transient: 253

Other: 446 

Enrollment by Type of  
Residency and Tuition Status

Georgia residents: 23,039

Out-of-state: 1,539

Non-Resident Tuition Waived: 535

New Student Enrollment  
by Classification

Beginning freshman: 4,145

Transfer freshman: 2,188

Dual Enrollment: 841

Transient: 144

Other: 237

Total: 7,555 

Students Enrolled in  
Learning Support

Reading: 1,118

English: 1,483

Math: 4,821

Total (Unduplicated): 5,427

*  Duplicated head count: A GPC student may have attended more than one campus location. In 
such a case, the student is counted once in each location category where they attended. As a 
result, if all the campus location category head counts were added together, their sum would be 
larger than overall GPC headcount due to this duplication.

STUDENT GENDER
Female: 61.5% 
Male: 38.5% 

ETHNIC DIVERSITY
 African-American: 40.8% 
 Asian: 7.8%
 Hispanic: 6.5%
 Multiracial: 3%
 Native American: 0.3%
 Unknown/Undeclared: 12%
 White: 29.6%



The Chronicle is a publication of the Georgia 
Perimeter College Office of Marketing and 
Public Relations, 3251 Panthersville Road, 
Decatur, GA 30034-3897, 678-891-2680. The 
Chronicle is distributed for the purpose of 
public relations and recruitment. Please send 
your comments, suggestions or inquiries to 
Susan Gast at Susan.Gast@gpc.edu. Georgia 
Perimeter College is an associate degree-
granting institution of the University System of 
Georgia. It is the policy of Georgia Perimeter 
College not to discriminate on the basis of age, 
race, color, religion, gender, sexual orientation, 
national origin or disability in its educational 
programs, activities or employment policies.

Amid clouds of smoke and confetti, GPC 
President Dr. Anthony Tricoli, left; Jaggy, and 
Dr. Alan Jackson, vice president of Academic 
Affairs, take the audience to the E.D.G.E. during 
fall convocation. E.D.G.E., which stands for 
Engagement Drives GPC Education, is the 
theme for GPC’s quality enhancement plan and 
is expected to include a variety of strategies, such 
as problem-based learning in the classroom and 
experiential learning outside the classroom.

On the E.D.G.E.

Photo by Stephanie N
ice
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